  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 20, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Hymn Sing
Prelude         "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"      arr. T. Cornell                  
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Come, let us worship Almighty God.
Let us lift up our songs, our prayers, our praises.
Come, let us honor Christ Jesus.
Let us love Christ with our hearts, our minds, our
spirits.

Come, let us be filled with the Spirit of the Living God.

Breathe in us, Breath of God.  Alleluia.
**Hymn of Praise                                                              by request
Prayer of Confession (unison)
O God, you search after us when we have gone far from you, yet we confess that we have become consumed with our own affairs.  We seldom pause to listen for the wind in the trees or hear the happy voices of children.  Sometimes we feel that the burdens of the world fall entirely on our shoulders, and we have been slow to put our trust in you or to cooperate with others.  When we take ourselves too seriously, remind us that we are only human!  Make us patient with our mistakes, even as we are willing to forgive others.  And remind us that we are also precious, not because we are good but because you have accepted us and called us to be your very own.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
There is no chasm that cannot be bridged, no loss that cannot be recovered, no mistake that cannot be forgiven, no life that cannot be redeemed--by the grace of God in Christ Jesus!

All who reject vain desires and put away unwarranted

fears and who put confidence in the mercies of God


may assuredly know that we are forgiven and that the


ability to begin again is ours.  Glory be to the Holy One


who can make all things new!  Alleluia!
.
Gloria Patri                                                                                      #579    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                    
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                  Psalm 139:1:12, 23-24               p. 545/577
                                                (read responsively)
The Second Lesson                Romans 8:12-25                     p. 147/158
The Third Lesson             Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43               p.         7/8
Sermon                         “Weed whackers not needed!”



  Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching
                               RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith 
Vision Statement of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
The Morgan Park Presbyterian Church will continue sharing God’s Word as revealed in scripture with our community.  We will promote and encourage justice, mercy, and faithful Christian witness in all areas of life.  We will stand as a faithful witness to the word of God and to all who wish to begin, maintain, or expand their spiritual journey as a disciple of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

*Hymn                 "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come"                     #551                  
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory  "Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child"  arr. Burleigh
                            Jeanine Howard, soprano   
*Doxology                                                                                 #592
           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
                                       GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending        "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"          #464
*The Charge and the Benediction
Postlude           "Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit"             arr. H. Burleigh                      
                            Jeanine Howard, soprano
                         (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                            (**late comers seated at this time)

Worship Aids taken from Touch Holiness, edited by R. Duck & M. Tirabassi                           

Worship Leader:



Ms. Brenda Taylor
Music Director:



Mrs. Candace Peters

Interim Pastor:



Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra

Ministers:




All Members and Friend
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  MORGAN PARK PRESBYTERIAN

                            CHURCH

 2017 WEST 110th Place

Chicago, IL  60643

(773)779-3355
WWW.MPPCUSA.ORG
July 20-July 26, 2008
 IN OUR SERVICE
The Session is announcing a Congregational Meeting for August 3rd immediately following service, to present the slate of candidates for the PNC (Pastors Nominating Committee) to the congregation. The committee's duty shall be to nominate a minister to the congregation for election as pastor. The nominees for the PNC are:

Fabienne C. Christian
, Dr. Patricia Daniels, Dr. Michael Davenport, Adele Hensley (alternate), Dr. Mackenzie Huyser, Jim McCarthy, Wendy Schulenberg and Stanley Sims

Summer worship hours will end August 31st. Remember worship will begin at 9:30 a.m. with fellowship at 10:30 a.m.  Service will be in held in Westminster Hall.  Regular worship service will resume in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday September 7th. Nursery care will return in September.  All people are welcome to worship.
Our annual summer jazz service presented by Michael Davenport and Friends will be held next Sunday, July 27.  He will be joined again this year by pianist Jeremy Jordan.  Following the service there will be a jazz brunch.  The cost is $5.00 and proceeds will go to the summer camp fund.  Please invite your friends and family to come out for this special service to support our musicians and campers.  Contact Loretta Davenport (773-239-7744) for information and reservations.
FELLOWSHIP
The Deacons have a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at (773)339-2660. 
NEWS and RESOURCES

The Session has agreed to enter into conversations with three other churches to see how we can minister together. (No not merger talks.)  These churches are; Evergreen Park Presbyterian Church, Oak Lawn Presbyterian Church and Burbank Manor Presbyterian Church.  Initially two Session members will represent us.  We have asked each church to request their members to:

Pray daily for 30 days for God to show these four 


churches how we may do ministry together.  It is


suggested that each of us pray at either 9:00 a.m. or 


9:00 p.m. so that we might be together in prayer.
The church office will be closed on Fridays during the months of July and August.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request from our Prayer Roll please call the office between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Tuesday thru Thursday.

MISSION and OUTREACH
Building the Beloved Community
Saturday September 6 is an opportunity for this church to help make a difference.  This is an anti-racism training event for our Presbytery.  We can accomplish at least three objectives by a good attendance from our church.   1. Make a statement about the value of diversity; 2. Support the Multicultural Church Ministry Team, of which we are a part; 3. Help our Presbytery build a beloved community.  Put this date on your calendars now and plan to attend.  Details are on a salmon colored sheet on the bulletin board in Westminster Hall.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance update
In kind, financial donations and commitments from Presbyteries to help relieve suffering following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita total $38,850.00.  From PC (USA) web site.
                      PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Marilyn Miller - at home with health problems
            -- Karen Nelson - recuperating at home
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
          -- Christopher Christian – Friend of Fabienne Christian

    diagnosed with early stage of prostate cancer


          -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                        Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
 -- Political tension in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake
 -- Candidates running for office

 -- Welfare of those in the Mid-West tornadoes and floods
 -- For plans regarding climate change  
 -- The current housing crisis 
 -- Those effected by the increasing price of oil
