  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 13, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Hymn Sing
Prelude                          
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Praise be to God who reigns above the heavens.
Praise be to God who dwells within our hearts.
Let the majesty of creation worship in reverence.
Let each man, woman and child pray in faith.
Praise be to God.

**Hymn of Praise                                                              by request
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Everloving, everliving God, you have given us life itself and have asked us to be life-giving people in your name.  But we, in turn, have cared more about ourselves and the comfort that we have than about your people in every place.  The world aches for peace, while we proclaim power to be more important.  God, give us the purpose that you gave to people of Jesus' time: to be faithful disciples in your care.  Through Christ we pray.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
There is no greater joy in the heart of God than the moment when a son or daughter opens to the gift of forgiveness.  God's Spirit reaches out to assure us of welcome in Christ.


In the name of Jesus Christ we are God's by grace.  With


great joy we are made alive.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
.
Gloria Patri                                                                                #579    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                    
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                  Psalm 119:105-112                    p. 537/569
                                              (read responsively)
Anthem                           
The Second Lesson             Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23               p.     13/13
The Third Lesson                      Romans 8:1-11                     p. 147/157
Sermon                                          “Be Real”



  Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching
                               RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith 
From a Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Sprit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!"  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory           
*Doxology                                                                                 #592
           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
*Hymn                              "Jesus Loves Me"                          (insert)
                                       GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending      "In Christ There Is No East or West"      #440
*The Charge and the Benediction
Postlude                             
                         (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                            (**late comers seated at this time)

Worship Aids taken from Touch Holiness, edited by R. Duck & M. Tirabassi                           
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 IN OUR SERVICE
Summer worship hours will end August 31st. Remember worship will begin at 9:30 a.m. with fellowship at 10:30 a.m.  Service will be in held in Westminster Hall.  Regular worship service will resume in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday September 7th. Nursery care will return in September.  All people are welcome to worship.

ENRICHMENT
DON'T FORGET    Vacation Bible School 2008.  Monday July 14th -17th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. and the entire day on July 18th.  Come and learn together about what is valuable to God in the Family Mint.  We'll study about money, Africa and God's call to us as we develop Family Ministry teams
FELLOWSHIP
The Deacons have a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at (773)339-2660. 
Cards or phone calls may be sent to:

Marc Brown's father, Gable Brown, Washington Heights Senior Home, 1010 W.95th Street, 1st Fl, Chicago, IL 60620 (773-298-1177)
Marc and Dorcas will be out of town the next few weeks.
Louise Beardsley, 435 Starin Road, Whitewater, WI 53190 (262-472-0525).
NEWS and RESOURCES

The church office will be closed on Fridays during the months of July and August.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request from our Prayer Roll please call the office between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Tuesday thru Thursday.

MISSION and OUTREACH
Kentucky Mission Trip   The annual Mission Council 8 mission trip to Prestonsburg, Kentucky is July 12th - 19th.  If you are unable to join us on this repair and build housing for the less fortunate, we ask you to help by praying for the success of our mission and reaching out to the people in Kentucky and sharing our faith.  Also, there is considerable equipment, supplies, food, etc. that must be loaded for the trip down and unloading when we return.  This will take place at Lansing Presbyterian Church, located at 2625 Ridge Road in Lansing.  Please join us Friday evening, July 11th for our loading party at 7:00 p.m.  We will unload on Sunday, July 20th, starting at 12:00 p.m. and then will join in fellowship at a local pizzeria at 2:00 p.m. 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance update
Since January, $206,000 in One Great Hour of Sharing and designated funds have been provided to 26 presbyteries that have been affected by the storms. Twenty-eight volunteer members of the PDA National Response Team have been sent to work in cooperation with and in support of local community response efforts.

PDA will also work with presbyteries affected by tornadoes in Colorado, Minnesota, and Iowa.  PDA stands ready to assist these areas with One Great Hour of Sharing funds and gifts designated for U.S. disaster response.  NRT members are also available to help the presbyteries in their response and recovery efforts.  NRT members are already en-route to Iowa.

                       PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Marilyn Miller - at home with health problems
            -- Karen Nelson - recuperating at home
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
          -- Christopher Christian – Friend of Fabienne Christian

    diagnosed with early stage of prostate cancer


          -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                        Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day, especially the family of the recent  killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
 -- Political tension in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake
 -- Candidates running for office

 -- Welfare of those in the Mid-West tornadoes and floods
 -- For plans regarding climate surviving  
 -- The current housing crisis 
 -- Those effected by the increasing price of oil
