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If you look for the word “Trinity” in the New Testament, you won’t find it.  

The best place to begin to understand the Trinity is with the Great Commission found at the end of Matthew 28.

Unlike Mark and Luke, Matthew’s gospel doesn’t end with Jesus ascending into heaven and being taken up on the clouds.  Matthew’s gospel ends with the risen Jesus remaining in Galilee with the disciples, staying here on earth, preaching, teaching and urging his disciples to go out into the world and do the very same thing.

For Matthew, the Trinity really began when Jesus rose from the dead. Looking back, the disciples could see Jesus, God’s child,  who fulfilled God’s Word within all creation--  Jesus, crucified and risen, still gloriously alive upon the earth. Jesus must be God.  Then the Spirit came down at Pentecost, with such power-- fulfilling Jesus lordship in the church, actively making all things new.  The Spirit must be God, or a form of God.

It was this exciting new revelation  which became the earliest kerygma of the church.  Judaism had one God, Greco-Roman religion had many gods, the religion of Canaan and Palestine had many local deities--  but for the first Christians, God had three different aspects, three different functions, three manifestations of God’s life and liveliness with us always to be encountered in the present tense!  

C. S. Lewis called the Trinity “the three-personal god”, a trinity of love in action, divine teamwork revealed to us, at work in our lives and in our world.






I.

It’s in this vein that we need to hear the Great Commission.  It was exciting good news!  It was a breath of fresh air.

“Go ye into all the world” is not something the risen Jesus said to the church yesterday;  it is a commandment the risen Christ is saying to the church today.”

It’s something Jesus is saying to each one of us, in the present tense.

The Trinity of love becomes most real when we hear the Great Commission telling us to get up and go do something!!!!

Go is the most important word in all the gospels.

Go is the word that makes the gospel real.

Because if we don’t go, then we don’t proclaim the gospel.  And if we don’t go, others won’t hear the good news of the Trinity.  And if we don’t go, we won’t experience the gospel for ourselves.






II.

Don’t you love it when God tells you to get up and do something?   

Don’t you love it when you feel God stirring your heart, or burdening your mind, or pestering you and goading you until you care enough to do something that God wants accomplished?

I think Jesus knew how easy it would be for the good Christian people  to keep the good news to ourselves.  

I think Jesus knew how easy it would be to grow complacent in our works, or simply to remain static in our faith, or rest on our laurels, thus growing lazy and lethargic.

So he told us to go.  He knew that if his followers didn’t get up and go share the gospel, then the Trinity would never become real to others.

But in a deeper way, I think Jesus also knew that if we didn’t have an urgent commission and a passionate imperative moving us and motivating us to get up and go out and actively reach out and minister to someone, then the Trinity of love would not be real to us.






III.

So he gave us these words;  “Go:  Preach:  Teach:  Make Disciples:  Baptize:  In other settings, it was Care:  Serve:  Cross Over to the Other Side of the Road:  Kneel and Serve. Seek Justice, Love Mercy, Walk humbly with your God.  Love one another.  Love one another as I have loved you.”

These little words can create a large faith. These commands are a holy commission from above.  

If we could condition ourselves to say yes, when we hear these words, we would be even more alive to God.  If we could but practice them once or twice every day, the Trinity of Love would become real to others.  And the Trinity of Love would become more real in our lives.

When do you hear that voice telling you to go--  witness--  serve?

Where do you hear that voice commanding you to go--  witness--  serve?






IV. 

On Friday afternoons, I usually take off, to recoup from a week of meetings and church activities Tuesday night, Wednesday night and Thursday night. Friday mornings is bulletin time.  Usually Friday afternoons is my catch-up time for a long afternoon nap.  But something told me to go and take home communion to a few of our members on Friday.  So I heeded the voice and asked Elder Jamie Kasik-Wasowski if she could assist.  She said yes, so we traveled over to Palos to see Mary Trautman, who had a stroke some weeks ago.  Our beautiful, strong yet fragile Mary is struggling. As we walked into the room, Mary was laying on her side, huddled on top of her bed, looking feeble and forlorn.  At first, I didn’t think she knew who we were.  I helped turn her over, and talked with her.  She was so weak, she was barely able to speak.  But then, I asked her if Jamie and I might sing for her.  Her eyes lit up.  Jamie and I got out the old red hymnbook and I asked her what her favorite hymn was.  Amazing Grace?  No, she made a sour face.  We sang “How Great Thou Art?”  Was it her favorite?  No, she adamantly shook her head.  Still not speaking, I said “I know what her favorite hymn is”. I told Jamie and she turned to #11 in the old red hymnal.  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty, early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.” 

Mary’s eyes lit up, her face became radiant, and in her high-pitched soprano voice she started sing “Holy, Holy Holy, merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity.”

We sang a few other songs to her, then we closed by singing the Doxology.  Again, Mary sang with us.  Then, using every ounce of energy, she sat up in bed, we shared the bread and the cup, we said the Lord’s Prayer together.  And we exchanged hugs.

Though I’ve been in many a hospital bed and emergency room, I have never felt such a palpable sense of God the Father present with us, creating the church, making us sisters and brothers, one family, in that moment; Jesus the Redeemer, the Great Physician, standing in our midst, giving us what our souls needed at that point in time, feeding us with true spiritual fellowship;  the Holy Spirit, orchestrating and arranging this moment, making it happen, making us all feel close to God because of that tender and powerful bond of love deep within.

All because I heard the word go--  and said yes.

All because Jamie heard the word go--  and said yes.

When do you hear the word go--  witness--  serve?






V. 

I believe God is still creating a new heaven and a new earth;  still creative and at work all over this whole planet, fathering forth a new creation--  inviting us to join God’s creative work.

I believe Jesus still walks upon this earth, you can feel him and sense his liberating presence, as he seeks to redeem the bad and turn it toward good, as he seeks to reconcile all people under the reign of his love--  and asking us to join him in his ministry?

I believe the Holy Spirit is stirring and inspiring and infusing hearts and minds with fire and passion to serve God fully and love God completely in all that we say and do, awakening us with grace to yield ourselves completely to the direction of God’s Spirit.

The Trinity of love becomes real when we say yes!  Yes! Then all the world will know, and we will know.  Go! Just Go!  And as we go, Jesus says “lo, I will be with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Amen.

