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“The Lord bids each one of us in all of life’s actions to look to his calling.”  


John Calvin

What unites our passages is the humanness of those who are called, and the persistence of God who calls.

We see Jeremiah being called as a young boy.  His timidity shows:  But I am just a lad.

We see Jesus calling Peter, James and John to risk a catch.  They show their doubt:  “Master we’ve been fishing all day, and haven’t caught a single thing.”  

Nevertheless, they take Jesus at his word.  And when the catch comes in so big, it takes a second boat to haul it in, we see Peter, realizing how unworthy he is, “get away from me master, I am a sinful man!”

From now on, Peter, you will be catching mortals.

W.S. Coffin said of faith;  God calls us to fly, and gives us wings only as we stretch ourselves . . . 






I.

Are you hesitant to do God’s bidding?  Are you dubious of your abilities to fulfill God’s call?  

It’s that tender part inside that doubts and distrusts, that God often speaks to.

I’m too young. I can’t speak well.  

It’s that vulnerable part inside that doesn’t believe, or wants desperately to believe that God engages . . . 

We’ve put a line out here before, but nothing happened . . . . 

It’s that unlovable part inside, that God wants to love. . . that unhealthy part inside that needs healing or massaging that God touches.

Depart from me, I am a sinful man!

Anthony Bloom says that a boat could never sail if it had wooden boards for its sails.  But because the sails are canvas, so the wind can tussle with it, the wind catch and blow through its resistance, that makes the ship sail . . . .   

What better analogy for us:  because the call of God comes to us like a wind that fills our sails and ministers to us out of the fabric where we hesitate or shrink back, or feel we are not up to the task, or are confused, or too weak, like Samuel, where we are uncertain, or like Moses, when we stutter, or Isaiah, our words are not holy enough, or like Ezekiel, or like Jonah, we are afraid to do it, or like Mary, how can you work a miracle God?

All very human responses, all very acceptable and understandable, natural and normal.

But the point is, God spoke to them in their fears and doubts so they could work through their fears and doubts to say yes to God and make a decision.

They answered in the affirmative to God, when the call came to do something new.






I.

For Peter, James and John, it was the first step. 

Little did the disciples realize that their call to follow Jesus was join a band of others for three years, and be part of a team.  

When Jesus called Peter, James and John, he not only called them to himself, he called them into a fellowship of twelve disciples and an equal number of women.

So the call wasn’t just a single solitary call, but part of a unified, singular high calling to many people to be one body and operate as one. . . 

God’s call comes primarily to individuals, but it always involves others.  

God calls us into relationship and, at the same time, calls us into fellowship.

 And God never calls us just once and stops.  

God keeps persisting in choosing us and summoning us--  we can’t explain it, we just feel it, we know that unless we yield to the call our lives will never be right again.

Did you hear me?  God doesn’t call us just once and one time only?

God called Jeremiah to do many different things, at many different times in his life.

God called Peter, James and John to many tasks and many functions, not just one.

And God keeps calling us and calling us and calling us through the events and circumstances of the choice before. Every call leads to something more. Every call involves further calls, as God calls us to do different things at different times in our lives.

But the main call is to relationship.  The relationship that gives us life.   The relationship that gives us word and spirit.  The relationship that sustains us.  

One midnight Barbara Brown Taylor was struggling with her sense of call.  Should she become a pastor, or a college chaplain?  She listened for voices in the night and searched the sky for signs.  If lasting preoccupation with the church constitutes a call, then was she called?

One midnight she asked God to tell her as plainly as possible what she was supposed to do.  She cried out “God what am I supposed to do?”  And the voice that came back to her “Anything that pleases you.”  Came the answer to her sleepy head.

What?  she said, waking up.  “What kind of answer is that?”  “Do anything that pleases you,” the voice in her head said again, “and belong to me.” 

The vocation is the life-long call to be a follower of Jesus;  the continuing call to offer more and more of ourselves to the God who loves us; the call that unifies the whole of life.  That continuing call comes in many forms and facets, often clarifying our decisions but often complicating our decisions.
Because it tells us that we are not our own.  Our days belong to God;  our thoughts belong to God;  our gifts and talents and skills belong to God;  our treasures belong to God.






III.

Relationship brings fellowship brings our particular work, which all give glory to God.

There were two great stories in the Tribune recently how two men believed God called them through the events of their lives, and they rose to respond. . . 

Bob Burke was a tax consultant for Arthur Anderson, volunteering as a kids basketball coach on the West Side when he concluded his coaching wasn’t doing much good.  The kids had fun, but any talk of a bright future rang hollow.  They still had to go home to families that could barely afford food and clothes.  While pondering how he could help the families that he coached, he started to figure how many low-income families were unaware of tax credits and refunds they qualified for.  So Burke started the non-profit agency Tax Assistance Program that pairs tax accountants who donate an evening or afternoon a week to help low income families prepare their tax returns.  Last tax season 1800 TAPS volunteers worked every Saturday in 17 Chicago neighborhoods to return  over $12 million dollars to over 9000 low-income families. The combination of income and opportunity is helping many people build better lives.  Says Burke on his calling:  “People don’t dream big if they don’t see what’s possible.  I want to expose people to what’s possible.”

Out of his frustration about not being able to do something more, the winds of the Spirit caused a great dream to happen.

You know Bill Smith as the official photographer of the Bears, Bulls, Blackhawks and the United Center.  But eleven years ago, Gary Fencik invited him to Thailand for a fun in the sun vacation.  He later toured Vietnam, and found it lovely.  He kept going back, and taking his family. But just five years ago, Smith and his wife Lauren found a new calling in life.  While touring in Cambodia, their wake-up call came when they happened upon a hamlet twenty miles outside of Phnom Penh.  It was poor, but they had seen poor before.  Their taxi driver asked “do you want to see the children?”  “ Do you want to see the children.”  Finally they relented.  The cab driver took them to an area unspeakable in its misery. . .  The photos in the Tribune showed a makeshift village of tents and huts without electricity or water, surrounding a central garbage dump, stench and flies everywhere, all day every day, children sift through garbage, looking for plastics and metals to sell at a nearby recycling plant.  A bottle cap or a battery cover of a cell phone would be a good find.  Starving children, sick children, with only green water to drink. Smith, who had come for travel and adventure, left the country aching, his eyes open to a brutal reality he could not walk away from.  Out of his hurt for the children there, he was challenged to do something.  With his own money, he started an orphanage and medical clinic and school which has taken 37 children out of the dumps and literally given them a place to live, a school to go to, and a new healthy life. As he enlists others to help, people say yes to being involved;  the numbers his organization helps continues to grow and grow and grow.

All because one person responded to the call.






IV.

Where are you tender?  Where do you doubt?  Where do you feel unlovely and unlovable?  What causes you to hurt and ache?  Where are the winds of God blowing in your life?

A new life can begin with just one simple change.  A new life can begin with just one simple commitment.  A new life can begin with just one simple decision.

Let me be more for you, Jesus says, and I will lead you where I want you to go. . . .

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our lives’ wild restless seas

From each day his sweet voice soundeth, saying Christian follow me.

Amen.

