The Day of Pentecost
May 11, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude      

"Spirit of God, Descend"            arr. R. Boud
Introit        
  "Come, O Holy Spirit, Come"               trad. Yoruba
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
I will light a light in the name of God who lit the world and breathed the breath of life into me.

In the God who lit the world.
I will light a light in the name of the Christ who saved the world and stretched out a hand to me.

In the Christ who saved the world.
I will light a light in the name of the Spirit who encompasses the world and blesses my soul with yearning.

In the Spirit who encompasses the world.

We will light three lights for the trinity of love:


God above us, God beside us, God beneath us:  

            The beginning, the end, the everlasting one, blessed be


 Her name!  Amen.
**Hymn of Praise    “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”    #326
Prayer of Confession (unison)
O God, our Father and Mother, we confess today that your own sons and daughters in Christ have let you down.  Dominated by our fears, we have trampled and smothered one another.  We have smothered the tenderness of man; we have smothered the creative thinking of women.  Help women to discover honest and life-giving relationships; help men to open their hearts to each other in friendship; help us to create a community of brothers and sisters, where we can live with each other in creative community man with man, woman with woman, man with woman.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
We receive God’s grace and Christ’s peace to live again.
Let us share with one another the grace and peace we have received.
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                               Adele Hensley and Children              
Ritual of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*Response                  “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”                    J. Berthier 
 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                   Psalm 104:24-34                       p. 525/555
Anthem         

  "Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit"        arr. W. Dawson
The Second Lesson            I Corinthians 12:3b-13                  p.163/174
The Third Lesson                        Acts 2:1-21                           p.111/119
Reflections by:                                                           Maxine Cummings 

                                                                                     VIrgie Henderson 
                               RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith (responsively)
Who is my mother, my sister?

          Whoever does the will of God is mother, daughter, sister.

Who is my mother, my sister?

          Whoever does the work of God is mother, daughter, sister.

Who is my mother, my sister?

          Whoever keeps the word of God is mother, daughter, sister.
Who is my neighbor?

          Whoever does the work of justice, sits beside the wounded,
          or ministers with compassion, is our mother and our sister.

Who is God for me? Is God really my mother, my sister?

          She who knew you in the womb, who gave her life to shield

          you is Shaddai, is Christa, loving Mother, risen Sister.


*Hymn                                   “Spirit”                                         #319
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory                 Toccata in G Minor                 arr. J. Pachelbel
*Doxology                                                                                #592
           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
                                       GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending             “Spirit of the Living God”                 #322
*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction         
     "Amen"      
 
           M. Exton
Postlude       

   "I Feel the Spirit Moving"        arr. M. Hayes
                             
        Frank Ambers, bass
                              (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                                 (**late comers seated at this time)

Worship aides from Birthings and Blessings II by G.A. Ricciuti & R.C. Mitchell
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 IN OUR SERVICE
Today we are celebrating Pentecost and also recognizing Mother’s Day.  The service will feature three women from our congregation who have been asked to share their experiences of how God has impacted their awareness of their nurturing skills and how He has led them on their spiritual journeys.
Next Sunday we will have an exchange of pulpits with Evergreen Park Presbyterian Church.  The Rev. Dr. Muriel Miller (who just got her Doctorate May 10!) will lead worship here and then lead a discussion and answer time immediately after worship on the relationship of the Presbytery of Chicago and the Presbyterian Church of Cuba.  She and others from our Presbytery visited there recently and she has just completed her Doctoral Thesis on that relationship.  We look forward to her updating us on this unique relationship.
Women’s Spring Tea.  A spring tea for all women of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church will be held on May 31st in the Fireside Room.  It will be from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.   Please come for two hours of friendship and relaxation.  R.S.V.P.  to Sharon Schumann (708)423-7066 or call the church office (773)779-3355.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request from our Prayer Roll please call the office between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Tuesday thru Friday.

The book discussion group “A Circle of Voices” decided to do the Big Read for our book in May.  If you want to join us go to the Beverly Art Center and ask to sign up for the Big Read program.  They will give you the book free along with a study guide and CD.     All are welcome.  

Diversity on Parade:  Join us for the Memorial Day Parade, May 26th!  We’ve still got the fire, but that’s old news. Congregational Life Committee invites you to join us in the Memorial Day Parade to show the community who we are – a diverse and loving church. Bring your smiling face, your singing voice (non-singers welcome, too!), and your walking shoes!

Attention Graduates!!  Baccalaureate Sunday is on June 8.  On Baccalaureate Sunday, we recognize those completing 8th grade, high school, vocational or technical school, college and graduate school.  Please call in the name of your graduate to the church office (773) 779-3355, so that we may honor and recognize them on that day.
Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Fireside Room for worship and study. We’re currently working through the book of Acts. Come join us for a cup of coffee and some challenging conversation about Scripture and Christian life
The Deacons have begun a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at (773)339-2660. 
We received a warning about a scam dealing with tax rebates.  The IRS will NOT call you asking for your bank account number so they can direct deposit your return.
NOTE: When the last person leaves the church on Sunday please make sure all the lights are turned off.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is issuing a special appeal through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) in an effort to support long term recovery efforts as a result of the cyclone that has devastated Myanmar.  PDA is responding in Myanmar as a member of and in partnership with Action by Churches Together (ACT) International and Church World Service.  Both entities have local partners in Myanmar and will have representatives to help in the provision of relief items to cyclone survivors.  Valentine also commented, "We have trust in our partners to help us be the hands and feet of Christ during this difficult time."

  Happy Mothers Day!!!
                     PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Henry Long - is recuperating at home
            -- Karen Nelson – back in Ingalls Hospital with pneumonia
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               Colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Roger Patterson - recuperating at home.
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Florence Voss & family in the passing of her daughter,
               Susan Johnson
            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

           -- Betty Jones - friend of Elizabeth Bain, recovering from 
              knee replacement surgery

           -- Al Holtrop, brother in-law of Pastor Ed, under hospice care
           -- Evelyn Edgar and family, in the passing of James Edgar

           -- Rev. David Neff and family, in the passing of his father
           -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church


Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders, Deacons and Trustees – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Relief/aid for those starving in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Eritrea,

     Mozambique and the Niger facing drought and famine

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Safety in the Englewood neighborhood

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan

 -- Presidential election in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Tinley Park Lane Bryant shooting
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Northern Illinois University

     shooting rampage

 -- Candidates running for office

