Ascension Sunday 
May 4, 2008
                       GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE       

Prelude                   “Thine Is the Glory”         arr. R. MacDonald
Introit                         “Alleluia Canon”                         German 

*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Let the righteous be joyful and exult before God!  Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name.

The Spirit of God rests upon us;  the glory of Christ has 
been revealed to us!

God has granted us homes in which to dwell.  God draws us into a spiritual community.

God’s goodness provides for the needy;  God’s power

equips us to witness.

Come now, that we may pray together.  Let us lift up songs to One who rides on the clouds.

We come to the source of life for new strength.  We


seek unity within and among us.
**Hymn of Praise                       “Alleluia”                               #144
Prayer of Confession (unison)
When we look up in awe to know our Creator, how dare we stand?  When the glory of Christ is revealed, who among the disciples can claim to be faithful?  Here we are in the presence of Truth.  Receive us, God, a fearful and broken people.  Receive us in all our false pride and shattered humanity.  Embrace us in our bewilderment and anxiety.  Save us from the wrong we do and the evil we allow.  Tame our rebellion, strengthen our faith, and establish your reign among us.  Grant us courage to live more fully as your people.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
God is present to assure us of unfailing love.  The Spirit of God rests upon us with healing power.  God restores, establishes, and strengthens us.  
Surely we have been forgiven.  Surely we are blessed.  Rejoice and be glad.  Sing praises to God’s name.
*Glory, Glory, Hallelujah!                                                      insert
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                         
Ritual of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*Response                  “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”                    J. Berthier 
 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson              Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35                   p. 500/529
The Second Lesson                     Acts 1:4-14                       p.110/118
The Third Lesson               I Peter 4:7, 12-14, 5:6-11            p.220/234
Sermon                             “Lord, is this the time?”
                                       Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching  
                                 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
Hymn                    “Hear the Good News of Salvation”                    #355

*Statement of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory                     “Bread of the World”                        D. Eliot
                                       Chancel Choir
*Doxology                                                                              #592


           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
Ordination of  Elder Linda Lane

· Call of the Elder

· Hymn #522

· Constitutional Questions

· Prayer and Laying on of Hands

· Charge 
  THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

          THE COVENANT OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

*Hymn                       “He Is King of Kings”                              #153
                                                  (verses 1&2)



The Invitation



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (p.13)



The Words of Anticipation and Remembrance



Sharing of the Bread and Cup



Concluding Prayer
                                       GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending            “He Is King of Kings                       #153
                                                             (verse 3)
*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction                        “Amen”                      M. Exton  
Postlude                       “Thine Is the Glory”         arr. R. MacDonald             
                                 (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                                 (**late comers seated at this time)

        Worship aides from Fresh Winds of the Spirit book 2 by Lavon Baylor
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All Members and Friend
Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  All are welcome to partake of the sacrament, especially children.  The outer circle of cups is grape juice; the inner circle is wine.  Our practice is to wait until all have received the elements before communing together.

On the first Sunday of the month,   we receive the Deacons’ Offering, to go to ministries of healing, compassion and support.  Blue envelopes are in your pews.  Please give generously!

Due to earlier conflicts in schedule we are now able to ordain Linda Lane as elder this morning.  Celebrate with her God’s call to be a spiritual leader in the church

Sunday, May 11 we will be celebrating Pentecost and also recognizing Mother's Day.  Please remember to wear the color red, which is the liturgical color for this day.  The service will feature three women from our congregation who have been asked to share their experiences of how God has impacted their awareness of their nurturing skills and how He has lead them on their spiritual journeys.

 
The book discussion group “A Circle of Voices” decided to do the Big Read for our book in May.  If you want to join us go to the Beverly Art Center and ask to sign up for the Big Read program.  They will give you the book free along with a study guide and CD.  The book discussion will be Thursday May 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Beverly branch library, 2121 W. 95th Street.   All are welcome.  

Diversity on Parade:  Join us for the Memorial Day Parade, May 26th!  We’ve still got the fire, but that’s old news. Congregational Life Committee invites you to join us in the Memorial Day Parade to show the community who we are – a diverse and loving church. Bring your smiling face, your singing voice (non-singers welcome, too!), and your walking shoes!

Attention Graduates!!  Baccalaureate Sunday is on June 8.  On Baccalaureate Sunday, we recognize those completing 8th grade, high school, vocational or technical school, college and graduate school.  Please call in the name of your graduate to the church office (773) 779-3355, so that we may honor and recognize them on that day.
Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Fireside Room for worship and study. We’re currently working through the book of Acts. Come join us for a cup of coffee and some challenging conversation about Scripture and Christian life
The Deacons have begun a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at 773-339-2660. 
 “Thank you for your beautiful card and prayers.  I received so many cards from the people of the church, I am overwhelmed.”

                                                                        David Neff
NOTE: When the last person leaves the church on Sunday please make sure all the lights are turned off.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Beverly Art Center, 2407 W. 111th St., hosts the Big Read featuring the Rudolfo Anaya novel ‘Bless Me, Ultima’. The novel is about a young boy who struggles with faith, identity and death growing up in 1949’s New Mexico. BAC is hosting art exhibits, book discussions, a storytelling event and a film showing in April and May.  On Sunday, May 4thth, 1-3 p.m. BAC hosts a Cinco de Mayo family celebrating of Mexican culture featuring free family activities and a book swap.  For more information visit www.beverly art center.org or call 733-445-3838.

The First Congregational Church presents Requiem by Gabriel Faure, and other timeless works by Faure and Ralph Vaught Williams, performed by the First Congregational Church Choir and orchestra of 30.  Ryan Cox (who grew up in Morgan Park Presbyterian Church) is conducting and would love to see you.  May 4th, 3:00 p.m.,  in LaGrange, 100 S. 6th Avenue (LaGrange Road and Cossitt).  Free will offering.
Mission Council 8, dinner meeting Tuesday, May 6, at 6:30 p.m. at Faith United Presbyterian Church.  6200 W. 167th St., Tinley Park, Ill.  For directions call 708-532-8877.             
                   PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Henry Long - is recuperating at home
            -- Karen Nelson – back in Ingalls Hospital with pneumonia
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               Colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Roger Patterson - recuperating at home.
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Florence Voss & family in the passing of her daughter,
               Susan Johnson
            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

           -- Betty Jones - friend of Elizabeth Bain, recovering from 
              knee replacement surgery

           -- Al Holtrop, brother in-law of Pastor Ed, under hospice care
           -- Evelyn Edgar and family, in the passing of James Edgar

           -- Rev. David Neff and family, in the passing of his father
           -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church


Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders, Deacons and Trustees – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Relief/aid for those starving in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Eritrea,

     Mozambique and the Niger facing drought and famine

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Safety in the Englewood neighborhood

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan

 -- Presidential election in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Tinley Park Lane Bryant shooting
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Northern Illinois University

     shooting rampage

 -- Candidates running for office

