Sixth Sunday of Easter
April 27, 2008
                       GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE       

Prelude                   “Come Christians All”                     J. Walther      

Introit                         “Alleluia Canon”                             German
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Let us gather with the faithful from every nation, race, people, and language, in worshiping the God made known to us in Jesus Christ.

To God, the Ruler of the universe, and to Jesus, the 

Lamb, be blessing and honor, glory and might forever


and ever.
Let us gather in God’s presence, singing songs of praise and joy with the people of God in every place and time.

Holy, holy, holy, great God of Hosts!  The whole earth is 

full of your glory.  Glory be to you, O God most high.  


Amen.
**Hymn of Praise          “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”           #363
Prayer of Confession (responsively)
In Jesus Christ, God broke the barrier of sin and pain which separates us from our neighbor, ourselves, and our God.  We seek God’s grace so we might move from alienation to new life.  
So God, grant us new life in you.  
When we deny your presence in our busy days.  
O God, grant us new life in you.  
When we feel justified in our anger and resentment toward others.  
O God, grant us new life in you.  
When we judge others before looking at ourselves.  
O God, grant us new life in you.

Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
There is no greater joy in the heart of God than this moment now!  For in this moment, we call upon God to grant us new life in the center of our wounded hearts.  It is with great joy that God grants us new life and forgiveness of our sins!  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven by grace!  
With great joy, we are made alive!  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
*Glory, Glory, Hallelujah!                                                          (insert)
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                         
Ritual of Friendship
           Announcements

           Concerns of the Congregation

Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*Hymn of Response          “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”          J. Berthier
 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson    Genesis 1:26-31 “And God said…And it was so”
Hymn                    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                #403
Anthem                                    “Sanctus”                               J. Rutter  
The Second Lesson    John 1:1-11      “the Word became flesh and

                                                               dwelt among us”
The Third Lesson       II Corinthians    “we are letters of Christ”
Sermon                             “We are Letters of Christ”
                                       Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching  
                                 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory             “My Lord, What a Morning”              arr. M. Hayes       
                                 Frank Ambers, bass
*Doxology                                                                                 #592


           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication   
                                       GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending               “Ye Servants of God”                    #477
*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction                    “Amen”                           M. Exton
Postlude                       Processional in D                       D. Johnson        
                   (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                         (**late comers seated at this time)
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IN OUR SERVICE

The Deacons will meet in the Fireside room today after service.

Outside clean up on Saturday, May 3.  Volunteers needed to help spruce up the grounds after a harsh winter.  Many hands will make the effort easier.  Contact Wendy for times  A fresh look will be a welcoming appearance!
The book discussion group “A Circle of Voices” decided to do the Big Read for our book in May.  If you want to join us go to the Beverly Art Center and ask to sign up for the Big Read program.  They will give you the book free along with a study guide and CD.  The book discussion will be Thursday May 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Beverly branch library, 2121 W. 95th Street.   All are welcome.  

Diversity on Parade:  Join us for the Memorial Day Parade, May 26th!  We’ve still got the fire, but that’s old news. Congregational Life Committee invites you to join us in the Memorial Day Parade to show the community who we are – a diverse and loving church. Bring your smiling face, your singing voice (non-singers welcome, too!), and your walking shoes!

Attention Graduates!!  Baccalaureate Sunday is on June 8.  On Baccalaureate Sunday, we recognize those completing 8th grade, high school, vocational or technical school, college and graduate school.  Please call in the name of your graduate to the church office (773) 779-3355, so that we may honor and recognize them on that day.
Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Fireside Room for worship and study. We’re currently working through the book of Acts. Come join us for a cup of coffee and some challenging conversation about Scripture and Christian life
The Deacons have begun a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at 773-339-2660. 
LOOKING FOR CHURCH MAINTENANCE PERSON

Part-time position with a maximum of 20 hours a week.  To provide maintenance and upkeep to the building and grounds.  Please contact the church office (773-779-3355).

“As many of you already know Rev. David Neff lost his father recently.  In talking with him he stated that he is going to open a memorial fund for Morgan Park Presbyterian Church in honor of his father.  You are invited to contribute as you desire.”

                                                                                Ed

The Presbyterian Coffee Project is an innovative way to reach out to small-scale farmers in the developing world while enjoying fellowship and an excellent cup of coffee. Presbyterian congregations that participate are supporting practices that help farmers in Latin America, Africa and Asia earn a fairer share of income, obtain access to credit and get technical support. Morgan Park Presbyterian Church serves Fair Trade Certified coffee as a ministry of justice. Look for Fair Trade coffee for sale at upcoming Coffee Hours. On the web, visit http://www.pcusa.org/coffee/ for more information.
NOTE: When the last person leaves the church on Sunday please make sure all the lights are turned off.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Beverly Art Center, 2407 W. 111th St., hosts the Big Read featuring the Rudolfo Anaya novel ‘Bless Me, Ultima’. The novel is about a young boy who struggles with faith, identity and death growing up in 1949’s New Mexico. BAC is hosting art exhibits, book discussions, a storytelling event and a film showing in April and May.  On Sunday, May 4thth, 1-3 p.m. BAC hosts a Cinco de Mayo family celebrating of Mexican culture featuring free family activities and a book swap.  For more information visit www.beverly artcenter.org or call 733-445-3838.

The First Congregational Church presents Requiem by Gabriel Faure, and other timeless works by Faure and Ralph Vaught Williams, performed by the First Congregational Church Choir and orchestra of 30.  Ryan Cox (who grew up in Morgan Park Presbyterian Church) is conducting and would love to see you.  May 4th, 3:00 p.m.,  in LaGrange, 100 S. 6th Avenue (LaGrange Road and Cossitt).  Free will offering.
                   PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Henry Long - is recuperating at home
            -- Karen Nelson - starting hyperbaric oxygen treatment for 
               her foot and will be at Elaine’s home recuperating
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               Colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Roger Patterson - recuperating at home.
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Florence Voss & family in the passing of her daughter,
               Susan Johnson
               daily radiation treatment for advanced stages of cancer

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

           -- Betty Jones - friend of Elizabeth Bain, recovering from 
              knee replacement surgery

           -- Al Holtrop, brother in-law of Pastor Ed, under hospice care
           -- Evelyn Edgar and family, in the passing of James Edgar

           -- Rev. David Neff and family, in the passing of his father
           -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church


Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders, Deacons and Trustees – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Relief/aid for those starving in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Eritrea,

     Mozambique and the Niger facing drought and famine

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Safety in the Englewood neighborhood

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan

 -- Presidential election in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Tinley Park Lane Bryant shooting
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Northern Illinois University

     shooting rampage

 -- Candidates running for office

