GOOD FRIDAY

The Crucifixion of our Lord

March 21, 2008
                          GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE       

Prelude                       
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Who has believed what we have heard?  And to whom has the arm of God been revealed:  He was despised and rejected by everyone, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.

Surely he has borne our grief and carried our sorrows,

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and


afflicted.
**Hymn of Praise         “What Wondrous Love Is This”              #85 
*The Prayer of Confession (unison)
Christ our victim, whose beauty was disfigured and whose body was torn upon the cross; open wide your arms to embrace our tortured world, that we may not turn away our eyes, but abandon ourselves to your mercy.  Amen.
*Gloria Patri                                                                              #579    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
Scripture Reading                 John 19:16b-30               p. 107/113
Sermon                                    “I Thirst”
                                  Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching  
Litany for Thirsty Ones (responsively)
We sinners do beseech you to hear us, O Lord, God, that all men could live as brothers and sisters irrespective of color or ethnic background or status in life.

          I thirst.

That it may please you to succour, help and strengthen all who are poor and give them hope for a better life;

          I thirst.
From loss of faith and hope and courage, from anxiety that harasses us, from fear that affrights us, cowardice that defeats us, save us, and please, Lord, help us to get one thing together here on earth.  
          I thirst.

Grant unto us now such a vision as to have an understanding of the desires of each other.
          I thirst.

I am right in the things of the world, I am educated I have my associates; I go where I want when I want and do what I want.  But, O Lord, my body and soul ache as my child gropes for a place in life… stumbling and falling… and I can’t help.  The pressures of my job and my friends sap my freedom.  I am confused and frustrated in my lack of understanding and futile attempts to help… does anyone care?

          I thirst.

O Lord, I want to be alive, to feel the warmth and strength of love, to be rid of my fear and guilt… to be picked up by my brother and sister.
          I thirst.

I want to come alive… to grab up with my being the beauty of our world… in the smell of a flower, the laughter in a child’s eye, in the joy of a hand held out to help me … even the hope of beauty in new life in death;

          I thirst.

Let us pray.

          O Lord, Jesus, who has shown us the sure way of life in 

           your life, and in your suffering and death has taught us that

           the path of love may lead us to the cross; give us grace to

           learn the hard lessons of life; give us strength to live what

           we learn, and finally that we, like you, may go through our

           death to new life.  Amen.
                   RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
*Hymn of Response      “O Scared Head, Now Wounded”         #98
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory                              “Calvary”              
                              Fabienne Christian, soprano    
*Doxology                                                                                 #592


           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
*Hymn                     “O Lamb of God Most Holy”                         #82
                                 GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
There can be no benediction until Easter.
Hymn                       “Were You There”               Fabienne Christian 
The Tomb is sealed with a loud noise.

Please leave in silence

                   (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                         (**late comers seated at this time)
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