Third Sunday of Lent
February 24, 2008
                          GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE       

Prelude                                    “Aria”                               F. Peeters
Introit                         “Lead Me, Guide Me”                        D. Akers       
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
God calls us away from the tumult of the world, that we may focus our thoughts on things that are lasting.

In God’s presence we see our lives more clearly; the

broken pieces are put back together.
God calls us out of loneliness into a life of community.
Worshiping together, caring about one another, we find
out what it means to be truly human.

But God will send us back into the world’s confusion and busyness, its brokenness and isolation.


We will go with serenity and joy, strengthened to be 


God’s servants, the bearers of peace.
**Hymn of Praise            “The God of Abraham Praise”            #488    
*The Prayer of Confession (responsively)
O God, our Creator and Sovereign, you have made us to live in freedom and joy before you, in the oneness of love with others.   We praise you for the goodness in the world and within us; we seek your help in fulfilling your intentions for us.  Sometimes we give our loyalty to other gods.   Sometimes we fall into despair or self-pity.  Sometimes we separate ourselves from others by our self-centeredness.  Fill us with new life, O God, with new joy and new hope, that we may help to make the world more nearly what you want it to be, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Words of Assurance (unison)
The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our need, we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey.  Amen.
*Gloria Patri                                                                              #579    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                         
Ritual of Friendship
           Announcements

           Concerns of the Congregation

Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Choral Response             “When We Are Called”                M. Keithahn
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson      
Hymn                           “Come, Sing with Joy to God”                     #215 
                                             (based on Psalm 95)
Anthem             “God’s Gonna Set His People Free”        arr.  M. Hogan                         
                               (Fabienne Christian, director)
The Second Lesson                 Zephaniah 3:2                       p.  826/876
The Third Lesson                 Revelation 3:14-22                     p. 232/247
Sermon                      “Community and the Church”
                                  Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching  
                                 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
*Hymn of Response             “O For a World”                          #386
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory               
*Doxology                                                                                 #592


           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
Prayer of Dedication
                               GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending      “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”     #538
                                                        (verses 1 & 2)

*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction                         “Amen”                      M. Exton                      
Postlude                Jesus’ Make Thy Supplication              M. Dupre               
Worship Aides from Bread for the Journey Edited by Ruth C. Duck
                   (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                         (**late comers seated at this time)
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IN OUR SERVICE

The Deacons have begun a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at 773-339-2660. 
Rehearsals for Rutter Requiem are Saturday’s at 10:00 a.m.  Please come out and help.  For more information contact Fabienne Christian (708-499-8005).   

Session will meet Thursday February 28 at 7:00 p.m.  All reports are due.

“Letter writing for Multiple Sclerosis (MS) to the caucus in Congress    (Washington D.C.).  Please leave your letters at the church.  I will stamp and mail them.”

                                              Virgie Henderson

Learn Tai-Chi, a internal martial arts class.  This class can reduce stress, channel healing energy through the body. Massage internal organs, increase good health and vitality.  Bring inner peace through spirituality and meditation.  Self-defense for gentle people.  Benefit any age group.  Every Monday starting March 3, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. for 8 weeks, at Morgan Park Presbyterian Church.  For more information contact Sifu Vernon Williams (773) 298-9306.  Donations accepted but not mandatory.


COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Beverly Morgan Park Community of Churches Choir will be performing their 9th Annual Concert on Sunday, March 2nd at St. John Fisher Church, 103rd and Fairfield at 4:00 p.m.  For more information, please contact Betty Kort (708-425-1805).
World Day of Prayer 2008, which is sponsored locally by the Beverly/Morgan Park Community of Churches, will be held on Friday, March 7th, at St. Walter Church, 11722 S. Western Ave., at 1:00 p.m.  A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow the service in the lower level of the church.  For more information contact Deacon Jim Deiters (773-779-1515)
Mission Council 8 Adult Spring Retreat will be Friday-Sunday, March 7-9, 2008 at Presbyterian Camps in Saugatuck, MI.  You may pick up a copy of the registration form in the Narthex.  For more information call Bob Zinkel (708) 799-5308.

Hymn Festival: Jesus Christ, the Sure Foundation will be held in the Ozinga Chapel at Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights, IL on Sunday, March 2, 2008. There will be a Pre-Festival Lecture at 2 P.M. with David Wright, poet and hymn-writer speaking on the topic: “Hymns for the Body”.  The Hymn Festival will follow at 3 P.M. with David Wright preaching and music by the Trinity Christian College Brass Quintet, Festival Choir & Trinity Christian College Concert Choir. This free event is sponsored by the Church Connection Initiative at Trinity and the Trinity Christian College Music Department.
Morgan Park United Methodist Women presents “Nurturing Our Spiritual Life” a women’s mini retreat Saturday, March 1, from 11:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Smith Village 2320 W. 113th Place.  Guest Speaker Letitia Suk, Chaplin and life coach.  Light refreshments provided.  Fee $4.50. For more information call (773) 238-2600.
       
                    PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Henry Long - is recuperating at home
            -- Karen Nelson - in rehab at Elaine’s home
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

                Colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Roger Patterson - recuperating at home.
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Susan Johnson - daughter of Florence Voss - undergoing

               daily radiation treatment for advanced stages of cancer

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

           -- Betty Jones - friend of Elizabeth Bain, recovering from 
              knee replacement surgery

           -- Al Holtrop, brother in-law of Pastor Ed, under hospice care
           -- Evelyn Edgar and family, in the passing of James Edgar
           -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church


Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders, Deacons and Trustees – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Relief/aid for those starving in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Eritrea,

     Mozambique and the Niger facing drought and famine

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Safety in the Englewood neighborhood

-- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan

 -- Presidential election in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Tinley Park Lane Bryant shooting
 -- Victims, family and friends of the Northern Illinois University

     shooting rampage

 -- Candidates running for office

