MUSIC OFFERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
Once again, as the season of Lent begins, we are summoned by a gracious and merciful God.

We respond to God’s steadfast love, calling us into
            solemn assembly.
Let all the people gather for self-examination; let all bow in awe before the One Who Creates.
We approach God in reverence and wonder, rejoicing in the invitation to holy places.
Walk humbly before God in secret disciplines, in prayer, fasting and giving.

We seek the One who grants us life, upholding us with a 

willing spirit.

HYMN 81      Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days     St. Flavian
RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 51:1-17

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great compassion, blot out my offenses.

             Wash me through and through from my wickedness 

             and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

             Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil

             in your sight.

And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgment.  
             Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner 

 from my mother’s womb.

For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand wisdom secretly.


 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me,


 and I shall be clean indeed.

Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice.

 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my

             iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.


 Cast me not away from your presence and take not your


 holy Spirit from me.

Give me the joy of your saving help again, and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.


I shall teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall 
return to you.

Deliver me from death, O God, and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation.


Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your


 praise.

Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, but you take no delight in burnt offerings.

PRAYER


We, your people, come to claim your promise of salvation, O 


Reconciling God.  In your wholeness, we find healing.  In 


your power, we gain strength.  In your love, we are thrust 

beyond our own concerns to embrace a hurting world.  Blow
the trumpet, that this solemn assembly may rejoice, that


remembrance can bring renewal, through Christ.   Amen.

SCRIPTURE






Luke 13: 1-9

MEDITATION





              Ed Dykstra

Hymn 80       Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley        Lonesome Valley

SILENT PRAYER

        Let us pray,

                Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one
                another, and to the whole community of saints in heaven
                and on earth, that we have sinned by own fault in thought, 
                word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
                have left undone…(silent prayer)
THE GOOD NEWS

             Now is the day of salvation, a time for purity and kindness and 

              love.  God is creating a new wholeness within and among us,

              that we might serve truthfully and powerfully amid the afflictions 

              and hardships of this world.  Receive the joy that comes with 

              the richness of God’s face.  Let us accept our new lives in 

              Jesus Christ.

ANTHEM                       Wondrous Love

IMPOSITIONS OF ASHES AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

             Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

             May these ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

  and a reminder that only by your gracious gift are we given

  everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

       (The congregation will be invited to come forward to receive the Impositions
              of Ashes after the Breaking of the Bread and Sharing of the Cup below.)


   Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

              That we may show forth your glory in the world.

  By the cross and passion of our Savior,

              Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s

              resurrection.
THE LORD’S SUPPER    
           The Invitation
           The Institution

           The Lord’s Prayer

            The Breaking of the Bread and Sharing of the Cup
             (All are welcome to come forward to receive Holy Communion and the

              Imposition of Ashes.  If you are unable to come up, remain seated, 
              and we will come to you.)
PRAYER AFTER THE SUPPER

God of compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ you
            reconciled your people to yourself.  Following his
            example of prayer and fasting, may we obey you with
            willing hearts and serve one another in holy life, 
            through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

HYMN 85              What Wondrous Love Is This        Wondrous Love
BENEDICTION
    Portions of this service were taken from Fresh Winds of the Spirit 
                       and the Book of Common Worship.
                          Concluding Prayer
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