Second Sunday of Pentecost
January 20, 2008
                        GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE       

Prelude                             “Praise Medley”                        M. Ham                   
Introit                              “We Have Come”            R. V. Williams
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Come, all who have walked without light; come to the light that lives among us in Jesus Christ.

God is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear?  God is 
the stronghold of my life; I shall not be afraid.
Come, all who have quarreled or slandered another; come to be united in one mind, one mission.
God invites us to find life’s holy places; we are                                            welcomed to the joy and shelter of God’s care.

Come, all who would heed the invitation of Jesus; come together, to follow Jesus into the world.

God empowers us at the cross of Christ; we are eager to


receive good news to share.

**Hymn of Praise              “Lift Every Voice and Sing”              #563              
*The Prayer of Confession (unison)
God, our light and our salvation, forgive our lack of faithfulness.  Heal the brokenness that separates us one from another and from our own best selves.  Rescue us from fears that immobilize and distort.  Turn us from quarrels that hurt and destroy.  Grant us new depths. of caring and fuller encounters with the one who heals and send us out to tell our joy.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Light dawns, God reigns, evil is overcome.  God lifts us up, allays our fears, and strengthens us to stand against enemies without and within.  Let us claim the realm of heaven, offered to all who repent and follow where Christ leads.
*Gloria Patri                                                                                #579    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                         
Ritual of Friendship/Concerns of the Congregation

Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Choral Response                  “Lead Me, Guide Me”                  D. Akers

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson          Psalm 40:1-3, 9-10, 16-17                 p. 486/513
Choral Anthem                              “Amen”                               J. Hairston
The Second Lesson                John 1:29-34                           p. 86/92
The Third Lesson                   Revelation 2:8-11                     p. 231/246
Sermon                                  “The Faithful Church”
                                        Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching  
                            RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith
Excerpts from A Brief Statement of Faith  

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one Triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. (Cont’d next page)
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
*Hymn of Response         “Lord Make Us More Holy”             #536
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory                         “Redeemed”                           R. Huggins
*Doxology                                                                                 #592


           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
Prayer of Dedication
Hymn                 “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”               #598       
Receiving New Members and Baptism
                                 GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending           “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”               #276
*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction                        “Amen”                            Exton          
Postlude                                       “Zions”                        A. Copland
                                              Frank Ambers, bass

Worship Aides from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2 by Lavon Bayler     

                   (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                         (**late comers seated at this time)
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IN OUR SERVICE

Today we are pleased to receive into membership Brian and Lakisha Kovacs and to baptize Zachary Brain Kovacs.  Welcome to the family of God at Morgan Park Presbyterian Church.

COMPANIONS IN CHRIST IS:

- A small group committed to deepening prayer and listening for the
  Spirit.

- Individuals who study each day about prayer, scripture, and  discernment, and who keep a personal notebook or journal of their learnings and questions.

- A small group of people who meet weekly to support one another, share about what God is revealing in their reflections, and open themselves to exploring on a deeper level the theme of the week.

-Individuals who know the daily spiritual disciples and weekly meetings offer a good balance and provide holy ground for growth in faith.  
To join the Companions in Christ call the office at 773-779-3355 and leave your name and phone number.  

IN THE LIFE OF OUR CONGREGATION

Deacons will meet January 27 after the service in the Sewing Room.
Christian Education Committee will meet January 27 after the service in the Fireside Room.

“Thanks to everyone who took names from the Angel Tree.  The gifts were greatly appreciated.”  

                                                         Sharon Schumann

Annual Reports are due NOW!

Please turn your Annual Reports into the church office or e-mail Juanita Bailey (juanita.bailey@morganparkpresbyterian.org) ASAP.
In your pledge box, there is a white envelope marked “per-capita”.  This is the amount our church pays to the larger Presbyterian Church (USA) to help administer our mission.  This year the per-capita amount is $26.30 per member.  Our Treasurer pays the “per-capita” for each active member whether you contribute or not.  Please support your church by turning in your envelope and paying your per-capita.

                                                                       The Trustees

The Deacons have begun a Meal Ministry Program to show love and care to our fellow church members in need. If you know of a member who could benefit from a meal please contact Mackenzi Huyser at 773-339-2660. 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for February 3, 2008
At the congregational meeting immediately following worship, we will vote on two items.  The first will be the recommendation from the Session to merge the Session and Trustees. This will reduce the number of Deacons to nine. (See the January Vision for the rationale for this)

The second item will be the slate of officers and nominating committee, if above recommendation is approved.  

      Elders:

         Class of 2008:   Wendy Schulenberg

         Class of 2009:   Elizabeth Bain

         Class of 2010:   Fabienne Christian

                                    Lois Christie

                                    Linda Lane

                                    Brenda Taylor

      Deacons:

          Class of 2010:   John Christie (1 year)

                                     Michael Davenport (moving from class of 09)

                                     Adonis Wagner
      2008 Nomination Committee
                                     Maxine Cummings

                                     Adele Hensley

                                     Jim McCarthy

                                     Patricia Saddler

In addition, the annual report will be discussed which will include the budget for 2008. Your attendance is encouraged! 

Ash Wednesday is coming soon: February 6th.  We will have a potluck at 6:30 P.M. and worship at 7:30 P.M.
A new member’s class is forming.  Anyone interested in considering membership is invited to contact the office (773-779-3355) or Ed.

The class will begin the week of January 28th. Exact day and time of the first class will be announced shortly.

The office will be closed for Martin Luther King Day Monday January 21, 2008. 
                   PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Henry Long - is recuperating at home
            -- Karen Nelson - in rehab at Rest Haven Central
            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

                Colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering
                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke
            -- Roger Patterson - recuperating at home.
            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Susan Johnson - daughter of Florence Voss - undergoing

               daily radiation treatment for advanced stages of cancer

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing
    heart problems 
            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Patsy Savage - friend of Debby Williams

            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 
           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

           -- Ann Wells - daughter of Jan Gillespie’s friend, suffering
               with kidney problems

           -- Clifton Howard, father of Craig Howard in Trinity Hospital 

           -- Betty Jones - friend of Elizabeth Bain, recovering from 
              knee replacement surgery

           -- Al Holtrop, brother in-law of Pastor Ed, under hospice care

           -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church


Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

   Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
     -- Elders, Deacons and Trustees – reliance on God in their duties   
     -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

     -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 

     -- The Stewardship Campaign

 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed; including Cook County

     workers in finding new work

 -- Relief/aid for those starving in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Eritrea,

     Mozambique and the Niger facing drought and famine

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in
     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community every day

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Children and teachers of Chicago Public Schools

 -- Safety in the Englewood neighborhood

 -- All who will be affected by the hurricane season  
 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan

 -- Presidential election in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks
 -- The areas in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Missouri affected by the

     tornadoes 
Music Notes 

Today’s postlude is the song “Zion’s Walls” from the second set of Aaron Copland’s Old American Songs (1952). Copland, who lived from 1900 to 1990, is one of the best-known and best-loved American composers of the twentieth century and wrote many pieces celebrating America and its history. In his Old American Songs, Copland provided new arrangements of American folk songs, both sacred and secular. “Zion’s Walls” was a revivalist song which originally appeared in The Social Harp (1855), edited by John G. McCurry. The song is an example of sacred folk song from the American south, music from the “shape-note” or “Sacred Harp” tradition. The text is an invitation, echoing language from the Psalms, to join in “singing the songs of Zion” as we walk together on the road to heaven.

                                                   by Mark Peters

Concert Announcement.

 “Celebrating African-American Musical Heritage: A Black History Month Tribute.”  Featuring Changed My Name, a cantata based on the lives of Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, as well as traditional spirituals and Gospel songs. Music by the Classic Act Choral Ensemble;  Fabienne Christian, soprano; Jeffrey Burish, tenor; and the Trinity Christian College Gospel Choir.

Friday, February 1, 2008, 7:30 p.m. Ozinga Chapel Auditorium

Free Admission

 Trinity Christian College • 6601 West College Drive Palos Heights, IL 60463 • 708.239.4874 • music@trnty.edu.

