Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 6, 2009

(*please stand if you are able)

(**late comers seated at this time)

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE

Prelude         
              Now Thank We All Our God     
             arr. S. Walley     
**Call to Worship 
Eyes that peer into a computer screen,

Minds that search for the teachable truths,
Hands that juggle figures or transform blank canvases into colorful scenes.

Fingers that turn written scrawl into poetry and verse,
Arms that carry a newly crafted cabinet or a stack of the day's newspapers,
Minds and bodies, laboring for the good, working for justice hoping the work makes a difference in the divine order.
God receives our labor and fits it into the whirling universe.  Each effort offered in love is a gift to our gracious God who welcomes our work and cherishes our praise.

*Hymn of Praise         Come Thou Font of Every Blessing   
    #356
                            
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  
Risen Savior, you call us to your table of grace to enjoy your presence, to experience your healing, to be made one with your people of every time and place.  But we dare not come to the table with dirty hands and sin-stained hearts.  Forgive us for the sins we have committed by omission and commission and make us whole again through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.
Declaration of Pardon

The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Alleluia.  Amen.

*Choral Response
My sin--O, the bliss of this glorious thought.  My sin--not in part, but the whole, In nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more.  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
*Passing of the Peace

As God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Rituals of Friendship

       Announcements/Concerns/Joys of the Congregation

The Children's Sermon

                             LISTENING FOR GOD'S WORD
Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 40:26-31
                                  
The New Testament Lesson
   
James 2:1-6                                 

 Musical Offering                 Near To the Heart of God   
         arr. D. Whitman

                                               Mackenzi Huyser, violin                                                   
Gospel Lesson
                        
 Mark 11:15-19             

                                            

Sermon 
       "The Opinions of Jesus: Power"

                         Dr. Rev. SanDawna Gaulman Ashley
              RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD
*The Affirmation of Faith (The Nicene Creed)
p.15
                 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

             THE COVENANT OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE                                 
Hymn of Preparation      
Communion                                             

The Invitation


Great Thanksgiving



The Lord be with you.




And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.




We lift them to the Lord



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give our thanks and praise.

                                 GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD

We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings


Offertory Hymn   
  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  
     arr. J. Kraus    
 

The Doxology
# 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication  

*Closing Hymn          Lord I Have Seen Thy Salvation

Insert    

*The Charge and the Benediction  

Postlude   

     Fairest Lord Jesus                        arr. D. Whitman
                                       Mackenzi Huyser, violin
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All Members and Friends

“Do This In Remembrance of Me”
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IN OUR SERVICE

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  All are welcome to partake of the sacrament, including children who are baptized and instructed by their parents. The outer circle of cups is grape juice; the inner circle is wine.  Our practice is to wait until all have received the elements before communing together.

On the first Sunday of the month, we receive the Deacons’ Offering, to go to ministries of healing, compassion and support.  Blue envelopes are available on the table.  Please give generously!

NEWS
Next Sunday service hours begin at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   

CELEBRATION!!!

Join in the celebration! On Sunday, September 27th the Rev. Dr. SanDawna Gaulman Ashley will be installed as our pastor. This is also a joyous time for our church. We are planning a reception worthy of this occasion. If you’d like to support this effort, contact Brenda Taylor @ 773-264-8441 or email bjtaylor50@yahoo.com. Donations of appetizers, dips, crudités, etc are appropriate.  Financial donations will also be accepted. Let’s make this a grand celebration.

What do you believe?  In many of our worship services we recite the Creed together.  But do you really believe it?  Does it leave out any important beliefs?  Join the Adult Education class at 9:30 on Sunday mornings this fall.  Our first study will be the Apostle's Creed - How well does this ancient, sacred creed summarize what we believe?  If you could write your own creed, what would it say?

Our condolence to Lana Coleman in the passing of her sister-in-law.

The Three Divas Concert, has been postponed until April 25. 

Morgan Park Presbyterian Church August 30, 2009 Giving
General Fund Income


Pledge

$2,346.00


Other

$   795.00

Total G.F.
$3,141.00   (Weekly Budget Requirement $3,370.00)
Benevolent Fund Income $ 21.00
Deacon's Fund Income     $ 25.00

Total Income         
$3,187.00

Worship Attendance August 30, 2009 72.

"SCRIP" Sunday  -  The next order day will be on September 13 and delivery will be on September 20.  See Lois Christie and have your checks ready to make your order after service in Westminster Hall.  These make perfect gifts as well as your savings on regular groceries, drugstore, clothing and gasoline.

BUILDING COMMITTEE – Since the Trustees, as a Board, no longer exists the attention being paid to the physical aspect of our property is lacking a little direction. We have some very dedicated people who put in many hours to keep this building running but they could use some help.  So, we are forming a new ‘Building Committee’ and we are looking for volunteers.  This group will assist with issues to do with the physical building and the surrounding property and you can help in a variety of ways. At times that might be providing a little elbow grease to complete a task around the building, if you are able, or it might just be walking the property and noting those items that need attention or repair. We promise we won’t overwork you, but we can use all the help that we can get. If you are interested in joining us, please see Wendy Schulenberg after the service, or call the office and give Juanita your name.  

PER CAPITA – We are half-way through the year and we are a little less than half-way to collecting our Per Capita money that we must send into Presbytery (over $3,000).  If you know that you have not yet paid, just look for the special envelope that is in your box of envelopes (remember that the Per Capita is $29.00 per each member, not each household). Please pay your Per Capita if you haven’t already, it’s a big help to our budget if we each pay our share.  Thank you.
                                       PRAYER ROLL

               Members and Friends of the Congregation      

             --Pat Foley is recovering from knee replacement surgery 

             --Dorothy Ellis - recovering from a fall

            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, is home still waiting

              for a kidney

            --Eugene Barney, brother of Fabienne, resuming chemo 


            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            --Spec. Ebonie Clay-Torres - has returned home from Iraq 

            --Ali (Deandre)Clay - has returned home from Iraq

            --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

            --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq

            --Phyliss Scales - friend of Marilyn Miller recuperating from

              breast cancer surgery

            --Irving Bunton (former music director) home recuperating

            --Peggy Gilluly and family in the passing of Bill Gilluly

            --The Sims family in the passing of Stanley Sims

  --Dr. Keith Hampton, principal conductor for Classic Act

              Choral Ensemble suffered a mild heart attack due to

              blocked arteries. He is home resting comfortably. 

           --The Brown family in the passing of Gable Brown

           --Lamb Moore's son Vincent academic challenges
           --Delgreta LaMar, friend of Marilyn Miller in rehab recovering 
             from a bout with pneumonia that left her immobile
           --Artis Holmes, brother of Dorothy Moore, is very sick
           --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
             Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins
                     Ann Page-El      
For corrections, additions, or updates please call Lois Christie 773-233-9482

Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 

 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Obama, Vice President Biden, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer

 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 

  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods

 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All affected by the economic crisis

 -- All affected by the crisis in India
