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SERMON BY ED DYKSTRA

NOVEMBER 25, 2007
     Today is the last Sunday of the year!  That’s right- the last Sunday of the year.  Next week is the beginning of Advent, and with it comes the start of a new church year!  Today is celebrated by Christians around the world as Christ the King Sunday or Trinity Sunday.  It is the culmination of, or the apex of the Christian calendar.

      Have you ever picked up a book and read the last chapter first ?  That is sort of what we are going to do today.  We will give thanks for Christ the King by looking at the Christian calendar and all those events that led up to today.  Or if you like the future – we can be anticipating what will we coming up in the new year, beginning next week.

      We will do so by using four tools to aide us:

          Scripture

          The Apostles’ Creed 
          The liturgical colors

          Our Hymnals – some verses will be read, some we will sing
        Today the liturgical color is white, noting a transition is taking place.  We are moving from green (ordinary time) to Purple (Advent) which begins next week.

      Ordinary Time – in liturgical language – is that time of the year that is standard, normative, typical, or ordinary if you will.  Ordinary time is interrupted by two extraordinary times: the incarnation and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The liturgical year celebrates, not the historical life of Jesus, but the redemptive work of Christ.  This redemptive work is summarized for us in the Apostles’ Creed.  So let us begin our journey through the liturgical year:
ANTHEM                                                                Choir
      ADVENT

      Scripture: Luke 1: 26-33

      The first thing that we note in the Apostles’ Creed about Jesus Christ has to do with Advent: “who was conceived by the Holy Spirit”

       The liturgical color is PURPLE

       Advent consists of four Sundays prior to Christmas.  It’s a time of preparation and anticipation.  We celebrate along with Mary and Joseph the expected arrival of a child.
- 2 - 

Hymn No. 1 “Come thou long expected Jesus”

                       Reader: vs. 1-3

                       Sing:  vs. 4

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT !

    At midnight on December 24 Advent gives way to the first major celebration – 

   CHRISTMAS.           

   Scripture:  Luke 2: 1-7

   Apostles’ Creed :  “Born of a Virgin Mary”

      Christmas lasts from Christmas day to Epiphany – a period of ten days.

      The liturgical color is WHITE

      The emphasis is upon the miracle of the incarnation – God becomes human.

       Hymn No 44                       O Little Town of Bethlehem
                Sing vs. 1 & 4

                Reader vs. 2&3

                Hymn No. 27             Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
                Reader vs. 1-2

                 choir vs. 3   
     Christ born a child – and yet a King!

     THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!

      The Christmas Season is followed by several weeks of “Ordinary time”.

      The liturgical color is GREEN.

      Ash Wednesday (this year will be February 6) ushers in a time of preparation for the second major celebration.  This time of Preparation is called:

LENT           
Scripture: Isaiah 53: 1-9
Apostles’ Creed:  …He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and was buried; he descended into hell.”

The liturgical color is PURPLE: preparation and repentance 
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Hymn No. 84 : Reader –all verses     In The Cross of Christ I Glory 
Hymn No. 98   Sing all verses           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!  

And thank God the calendar does not stop there!!  Nor does the Creed.

EASTER
Scripture: Mark 16: 1-7

Apostles’ Creed:  “… and the third day he rose again from the dead.” 

The liturgical Color is WHITE

 This is a high point of the Christian calendar, not only – but the center or heart of our Christian faith.  Christ, Arose, Hallelujah He arose.

The emphasis is on life, resurrection and new beginnings – hope !

Hymn No 118       The Day of Resurrection
           Reader vs. 1-2

           Sing vs. 3

Hymn No. 113       Christ the Lord is Risen Today
           Sing   vs. 1-2
           Choir vs. 3-4
For fifty days the celebration goes on…

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!!

At the end of fifty days is…

PENTECOST
Scripture: Acts 2: 1-4

Apostles’ Creed  …”I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church…”

The Liturgical color is RED a flame burning within us.

Hymnal No. 128  Reader all verses          On Pentecost They Gathered
Hymnal No. 126  All sing verses 1 & 4   Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove
Following Pentecost is Ordinary Time.

Color is Green 

It is a lengthy time until CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
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Scripture :   Rev.5:11-13
Apostles Creed:  “he will come to Judge the living and the dead.”

The Liturgical color is White

Hymnal No. 148  Choir                          At the Name of Jesus

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.

Now let us stand and say together our faith as found in the Apostles’ Creed (page 14 in Hymnal) ….

