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     By the rivers of Babylon
       There we sat down and there we wept

       When we remembered Zion.

     On the willows there 

        We hung our harps.

     For there our captors 

        Asked us for songs,
     And our tormentors asked for 

        Mirth, saying,

        “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

     HOW COULD WE SING THE LORD’S SONG

        IN A FOREIGN LAND?      PS. 137: 1-4

     When my wife and I visited our niece and her family in Nigeria a couple of years ago we were invited to meet the family of Grace their house lady.  Grace was employed to clean and cook as well as wash the clothes (by hand I might add) and also to care for the children.  She has worked for our niece and her husband for several years.  She invited us to go to her home to meet her family.  We were pleased to do so.  When we arrived we had to park our car and walk on a dirt path between row after row of small one room homes that housed maybe 5 or 6 people.  They were constructed of brick, no windows and only a dirt floor.  Most people were sitting outside of their home, I presume to get fresh air.  Yet between these rows of houses and next to the path they need to walk to get to their home was an open ditch latrine that served as sewage system.  After a warm and pleasant visit we were in awe of the utter decedent housing that hundreds of people were experiencing.
      GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS!

     We turn here to Chicago and witness people trapped in a life style of poverty without hope of every breaking out of it.  Some come to receive a bowl of soup and slice of bread from Night Ministry while seeking help from health conditions they can not afford to address.
     GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS
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    A father and mother look with painful eyes on their nine year old son who is loaded with narcotics because his body in wrenching in pain from the cancer that is invading his body and slowly killing him.

     GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS

     One visits a nephew in jail because he got caught stealing from a mall to support his drug habit.

     GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNES

     A couple in their early sixties move in with their daughter and her family because medical bills have cost them their home and physical ailments their jobs.  They wonder how they will make it through the month.

     GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS

     All these vignettes are real.  Names can go with each of them.  
Psalm 137 that I began with depicts the utter sadness of displaced people who have lost their home and are in a foreign land.  There they are mistreated and made light of.  They are asked to sign songs of their homeland.  And they asked the question How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?

     Lamentations which we just read together has a long list of heartaches that are recorded just before the passage we read which are summed up in verse seventeen and eighteen: my soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is; so I say, Gone is my glory, and all that I had hoped for from the Lord.  
     The author continues to depict his weariness and frustration at being displaced.  Then all of a sudden he says:
     But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:  What could it be that creates such a shift in his thinking to move immediately from despair to hope?  Haven’t you some times wondered about the future as you looked at your present condition and were convinced there was no good way out?  Maybe that is where you are now?  You look at your life and there is nothing that even begins to look good.  Loss of job, problems in the marriage, upset with a friend, and your kids aren’t talking to you!  Even the birds fly away when you come near!  
     And then you come to church and they read from Psalm 137 and of all books in the Bible LAMENTATINS!  How depressing can it be?  And then
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 all of a sudden to brighten up and say I remembered something, now I have hope.  How real is that?   And yet, isn’t that what coming to the sacramental table is all about?  It isn’t to claim how wonderful we are, or how wonderful life is.  But Jesus, when he knew that within hours he was going to be betrayed, tried and killed said, when you eat this bread Remember me.  When you drink this cup Remember me.  Life is not always what we want, and neither do we have to like it.  But we can be people of hope.   

     Whether we are in the midst of our greatest joy and success or our deepest hurt and pain we are to remember GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS.  We are NOT deserted.  We are not left alone, even in a foreign land.  We may not understand our present condition.  We may not welcome our current circumstances but God is Faithful. As we come to the table today (And I quote;) Let us call to mind that the steadfast love of the Lord NEVER, (I MEAN NOT EVER)… NEVER CEASES. (vs 22)  They are new every morning!  
    THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THAT AMAZING LOVE !!
