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      She listens to no voice

      She accepts no correction

      She does not trust in the Lord

      She does not draw near to God.

                  Zephaniah 3:2

     This passage from Zephaniah is precisely the kind of religious indifference that permeated the church in Laodicea.  Indifference is the antithesis of love.  We often think the opposite of love is hate, but not so.  It is the absence of love in Laodicea that the faithful and true witness challenges.  Indifference is painful and destructive.

     Reflect on an occasion in which you have been treated with indifference.  Perhaps you have gone out of your way to assist someone or simply to greet another.  But no response.  They simply ignore or look past you.  One would almost rather be yelled at than to be ignored:  at least then you know they acknowledged your presence.  We are created for community.  In this letter we are reminded that the one who is the origin of God’s creation declares that indifference is not acceptable in the church of God.  And indifference to the head of the church certainly is not to be tolerated.  The church is called into community, and being in community is acknowledging our INTERdependence.  
     The church in Laodicea however was quite satisfied with itself and declares I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.  They evidently felt self-sufficient and shut the door to their dependence upon the head of the church.  So once again the significance of the name of the author of the letter fits the need of the church:  the faithful and true witness and the origin of God’s creation.  What this church needed is addressed by the nature of the one writing them.  A faithful and true witness modals for them who they are.  If that is not clear enough, the description goes on the origin of God’s creation.  This picks up on Paul’s assertion in Col. that all things were created by him, or the Gospel of John’s reference to THE WORD who was in the beginning and that all things came into being through him.
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     What a picture of our Lord and Savior.  Who could be indifferent to such a head of the church?  Especially when remembering the price that Christ paid on the cross.  His death and resurrection reflect costly grace.  To respond to that as though it was nothing or what’s worse, to be indifferent to it because you don’t think you need it, is a serious affront to love and grace of Jesus Christ!  Jesus says because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  It kinds of reminds me of when I look forward to a nice hot cup of coffee or nice not bowl of soup and then find its lukewarm – you want to spit it out!  That is the picture of indifference.  This church thought it had every thing, it was rich in need of nothing, but Christ saw it differently, he says:  You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.  They were really in a bad way and didn’t recognize it.  

     Do we ever come to the Lord’s Table feeling self-sufficient?  We don’t really have to confess our need of a Savior, things are going pretty well.  Perhaps we feel, I have been pretty good the last couple of weeks, I don’t really need communion today.  Then communion becomes just another routine in our life.  It doesn’t enliven us; it’s simply another ritual to follow.  Perhaps coming to worship has become that for you.  It’s a good habit and after all you get together with some good people here, but you really are not in need of anything.  Are you serious about why you are here this morning?  Take a quick inventory: what is your emotional and or spiritual temperature now?  Have you been enlivened by the singing?  Has the prayer of confession been refreshing for you?  Or has the assurance of pardon quicken your sense of hope and gratitude?  Do you think about your love affair… with God?  

     To measure the above we might look at our calendars.  How much time do you spend with those you love?  Are you serious when you tell your kids or your spouse that you love them?  The proof of that can be found in how you utilize your time.  Do you MAKE TIME for them?  Is this true in your relationship to Jesus also, do you MAKE TIME to be with him?  Do you say I love you and then ignore him?  We Presbyterians don’t want to get too emotional about our faith, we are not the touchy feely type.  But listen to what Jesus says:  He wants to be in community with us: 

               Listen, I am standing at the door knocking; if you hear my 

               voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with 

               you, and you with me. 
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     This is written to the church, not to those outside.  This is a call for community in its real sense.  Eating with someone is an act of openness and statement of acceptance.  It was no accident that the civil rights movement was catapulted by those who sat at lunch counters.  To have been served in that situation would have symbolized acceptance.  To sit at a table and break bread together is an acceptance of community or connectedness.  But what a picture this letter portrays:  Jesus standing outside the door.  Jesus chooses to be vulnerable.  He who is the creator of us all stands outside, waiting for US to open up.  He does not barge in.  He asks us to invite him in.  What road blocks have we put between ourselves and Jesus that keeps him on the other side of the door?  What is keeping us from a closer, richer relationship with God?  Oneness with Jesus necessitates oneness with his children.  Jesus tells us that “as much as we have done it to the least of these, you have done it to me.” In the context of this letter it may be another church member standing outside the door of your life, asking to be allowed in.  Or maybe a neighbor or someone at work.  Our sense of community may be limiting our openness to Jesus.  Are we open to others, even others with whom we differ?  Or is our sense of community experienced only with those who think like us and we treat others with indifference at best, and rudeness at worse.  Indifference is deadly in a church! And rudeness will drive a church to an early grave.  

     Listen to these words of a hymn penned near the end of the civil rights movement.  
                Help us accept each other As Christ accepted us;

                Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.

                Be present Lord among us and bring us to believe

                We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.

                Let your acceptance change us so that we may be moved

                In living situations to do the truth in love;

                To practice your acceptance until we know by heart

                The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   

      Who today is knocking on your door, asking to come in?  Who has been experiencing your indifference and would like to come in and eat with you?
The church can be a wonderful sanctuary where one can find safety and security.  It can be a place of warmth and wholeness.  But if that is lacking, if someone is not experiencing being welcomed and loved it becomes a
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 place they want to spit out of their life.  Is there someone who needs you to tear down a barrier, to open yourself up to them and have fellowship with them?  Jesus reminds us all that we have not arrived.  We are needy.  We
may not be seeing God because we have not been open to seeing our sister or brother.  I John 4: 20 reminds us:  Those who say the love God, and hate their brother or sister, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God who they have not seen.  
     We are created for community.  The origin of God’s creation desires to eat with us.  May we experience the beauty of his fellowship.  

     And he promises that those who conquer will be given a place on his throne.  How rich and expansive is the grace of God that we should be able to share that throne.  The picture of Christ sharing his throne SURPASSES all other symbols of the Christian hope!  It is in this hope that we can confidently open ourselves to eat with the true and faithful witness, the origin of God’s creation no matter in what face he comes.  

    COMMUNITY IN THE CHURCH IS ANOTHER ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HEALTY CHURCH

LET ANYONE WHO HAS AN EAR LISTEN TO WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING TO THE CHURCHES.    
