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     We live in a time of anxiety! We are warned about terrorists and hear about national security.  Our news flashes point out the rising gas prices, the escalating home foreclosures, increased violence on our streets etc. etc..  We turn to the church and read of conflicts regarding the full acceptance of gays and lesbians and are reminded that Sunday morning continues to be the most segregated hour of the week, and sexual misconduct exists in the church as well as in society. 

     Then we open our Bibles and read:  do not worry about your life….  And our immediate response is “that’s easy for you to say” or “get real where have you been!”  “Who do you think you’re kidding?”  It’s almost enough to get up and walk out and find something that deals with reality.  Don’t worry?!  Of course I worry. I HAVE TO!  Things are easy right now. 
     When we hear the news, look at issues that are confronting us and then read a scripture like Mathew 6 it forces one to wonder to what direction do we turn?  It seems to create MORE anxiety rather than less to be told not to worry.  What are we to believe?  We see the $4:00 per gallon gas price and then told not to worry.  But who is going to pay the gas bill?  

     Let me stop right here and say – there ARE legitimate things to worry about.  We have listed some already and I know that if I were to ask – you could add several more:  health issues, relationships in trouble, employment concerns, natural disasters, wars etc..   

     It is clear from the passage in Mathew that life was not easy in Jesus’ day either.  People were concerned about the basics then too – what were they going to eat, how were they going to dress?  People were anxious about their perceived needs.  

     But there is a danger in focusing on needs.  One can lose sight of the bigger picture.  Jesus says – Yes, I know you have needs but he calls us to look at our lives from God’s viewpoint.  God knows that you need all these things.  Eugene Peterson in his paraphrase of this scripture has Jesus saying:  (Mathew 6: 31-34, selected portions)
      What I’m try to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with GETTING, so you can respond to God’s GIVING….
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Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow.  God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes. 
    See the shift in direction?  Jesus is asking for a focus on what God is about rather than what you or I think we need.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God.  The direction we face changes everything!  It doesn’t take away our need, but acknowledges that God is aware of it too.  When we trust God with our needs we may discover that some or many of our needs really were wants.  I find that true in my own quest to be a good steward.  Do I spend money on my wants or my needs?  We get so subjectively involved and are certainly encouraged by advertising to substitute needs for our wants.  We don’t “want” much, but our needs list grows!  

     Jesus in this passage is asking what direction are you facing.  Are we focused on getting or on God’s giving?  If we focus on the later, we then become aware of our responsibility to imitate Christ.  Christian faith has always been about giving not receiving.  It is about God and God’s family.  In the current “me generation” that message has gotten lost.  The church becomes the place I go to get my needs met.  It serves me.  If I don’t feel my needs are being met I go to another church where they will be.  

     But that has it all upside down!  We are called to serve, not to be served.  We need to continue to ask, what is God calling me to do?  Next week we as a congregation will be asking ourselves that question as the mission study committee holds small group sessions to ask what is our calling as a church.  What are our strengths and what areas do we need to improve upon. 

      There is a danger that we as a church will focus on our needs rather than our calling. We might get anxious about what we perceive to be our needs.  It is true; we need more children in our Christian Education program. I have heard people express concerns about decrease in numbers so we need to get more people.  We may wonder about our future:  will we be here ten years from now?  Will we be able to pay our bills this year, especially if cost keeps climbing? 
     All these are concerns to be thinking about, but they are to be set in the context of our calling. Seek ye first the kingdom of God.  What is God doing in this community and how do we need to be involved?  I asked someone the other day:  if this church for some reason would have to close its doors, would anyone in this neighborhood notice?  Who, besides people
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 that attend here, would care?   Would this community find a big gap missing if we were no longer here?  Would God’s mission in this community suffer?  Is the spiritual force we represent felt in the life and dynamics of this community?  
      Jesus challenges us to take our eyes off ourselves and focus on two things: God’s call to service and God’s empowering with spiritual gifts.  

This week I read about a church that had conducted a new member’s class.  The last session of their class they were asked not only to fill our a financial estimate of giving card, but also to complete a spiritual gifts inventory and describe where and how they would be involved in the life of the congregation.  They were to be givers, not just receivers.  They were asked to do something for the congregation as a whole, in celebration of their membership.  There was no set formula.  They could paint a class room, or teach a class, or instigate a new program such as a night at the movies etc.  The focus was on using their spiritual gifts even before they were officially received as members.  
   In what direction are we looking?

    As we seek to use our spiritual gifts we need to be attuned to God’s call.  So how do we determine that call?  Fredrick Buechner is known for a beautiful answer to that question.  He stated: The place where God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.  You know sometimes we think that hearing God’s call means we have to go off to the remote parts of the earth, or do something that we really don’t want to do.  But hearing God’s call moves from doing something we are supposed to do to celebrating who God has called us to be.   

What is your deep gladness?  Or another way of looking at it is “where is your passion?  What gives you the satisfaction that allows you
to smile at the end of the day?  And were in this community do you see the deep hunger that is yearning to be met?  Are we addressing the hurts that we see around us or are we hoping that they will go away – that somebody else will do something?   
     To the extent that this church identifies and then fulfills its calling it will not have to worry about its tomorrows.  If it fails to own its mission, it does not have a right to exists!  For our existence is not about us, but about God!  

     We are a community of faith which struggles to draw closer to God and to express that closeness in how we live and interact in the community to which God has call us.  Don’t worry about you life, your future – set your
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direction toward what God is doing right now for God knows your needs and will supply them when the time comes.
     Do not be anxious…Seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God.  
