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     This generation is like children playing in the street, Jesus says. They are not sure what or if they want to play.  Suggestions are made but nothing seems to suit them.  One interpreter of this passage likens them to spoiled children. They want their own way, but don’t really know what they want – it’s just not what YOU want for them. So they sit there unsatisfied, restless and rejecting those who would warn them of the danger of playing in the street as well as turning away from those who would set up barricades and want to play in the street with them.  

     Is that how we see our own generation:  Restless, rejecting overtures either of warning or of invitation?  We in the church today do not want to hear sermons of gloom and doom.  Repentance and salvation talk are not popular in mainline churches.  Sin talk makes us uncomfortable unless we are talking about other’s sin.  On the other hand, we Presbyterians don’t want to get to excited about our faith, not make it too personal.  It is not safe to get too welcoming of people unlike us.  We have to be careful who uses this church and who attends here.

     Jesus says that the children rejecting the warnings are like those rejecting the message of John the Baptist.  He called for repentance and certainly behaved in strange ways – eating a limited diet and dressing weirdly.  On the other hand, the children not wanting to dance were like those who rejected his openness to eat and drink with all kinds of folks – noticeably those who the religious of the day would not be seen with.  

     So what do they want, Jesus asks.  They do not respond to either kind of entreaty.  Then he proceeds to tells us that it is infants who get it!  Yes, infants.  He thanks God that it’s not the wise and the intelligent who understand religious things, but infants.  

WHAT COULD HE MEAN BY THAT?         discussion   
     One interpreter I read this week says that “I Q and privilege is no avenue to the revelation of God.”  God is known only as a gift of incredible grace!  God is in charge of revelation.  Once again we see the sovereignty of God.  And discipleship is put in the context of revelation and grace.  The past couple of weeks we have been talking about the cost of discipleship and the danger of discipleship.  Today we are reminded that discipleship is our
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 side of the picture, but that is not the whole scene.  God reveals, God invites, and God offers us “rest for our souls.”  God knows what discipleship requires and makes provision for us.  It is difficult to take up our cross and follow Christ.  It is challenging to break old thought patterns and be welcoming of those who may not be welcomed in the community.  It is threatening to open our doors and our hearts to “street people” and questionable business men or women. We are invited to enter Christ’s rest.  We may also stand in need of rest because we get so busy in our lives.  We have made an idol of being busy.  Those we admire are those who seem always to be doing something or running somewhere.  

     In our conversations with one another we do not lift up how rested we are but how busy or exhausted we are or how far behind we feel ourselves to be.  And of course if you want to get something done, the proverbial wisdom is to ask the busiest person, because then you know it will get done.  

     But rest is not a virtue we pursue.  It’s what we all say we want, but never get enough of.  In fact, we can get so busy that we don’t have time for the important things of life.  How many marriages haven’t suffered because one or the other marriage partner feels ignored – the other is too busy?  On our days off we get so busy that we can’t tend to the flowers or enjoy a concert or a beautiful piece of art.  

     Some of us may recall a hymn that we used to sing:  

            I heard the voice of Jesus say, “come unto me and rest;

            Lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon My breast.”

            I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad;

            I found in him a resting place, and He has made me glad. 

     Rest is a generous gift of our God.  We are like the infants Jesus was speaking of earlier.  We only receive, for whatever rest we have is given to us.  Infants know love, not because of their IQ but because they are open to receive.  We often talk about how important it is to bond with our children.  Children who do not or can not receive do not bond with the parent no matter how much love is given.  Bonding in our relationship to God reflects the gift of love that we have received.  And in that love we can find rest.  

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
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Rest for you souls, isn’t that a welcoming thought.  Can we slow down enough to learn from Christ?  

     I don’t know about you, but there are times that my mind just gets going and I can’t stop it.  Even if I go to bed tired.  I get there and my mind just will not shut off.  Rest for your souls allows you to let go and give it to God WITHOUT TAKING IT BACK!  Let’s try it:  
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As you enter His rest, he invites you to come to his table and remember him.  The bread which is broken and the wine that is poured is once again another sample of God’s incredible grace.  For it is resting in him that we come to know God.  As we refrain from our work we see God as God. God at work within us.  Just as infants let God be God on God’s terms so receive from God rest for our souls.   
