Trinity Sunday
June 7, 2009

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude                                 "Toccata"                      L. Boëllman        
Introit                  "Come, O Holy Spirit, Come"         Trad. Yoruba     
Call to Worship (responsively)
Climb the heights to view the promises of God: stand in the house of God to give praise.
  Praise God; praise the name of God.  Sing to God, who

 is great and good and gracious.
God has chosen us, and claims our loyalty; God opens our eyes to see life's possibilities.
Praise God for all the wonders of creation; praise God

            for saving acts of mercy.
Rejoice in the God of peace who welcomes us here; God is listening to our words and to our hearts.
We will not turn away from God's invitation; we are here to celebrate with our host.
**Hymn                   "All Creatures of Our God and King"           #455
Prayer of Confession (unison)
God of hospitality and bountiful provisions, whose generous invitation we have often ignored and whose expectations we have defiled, help us now in these moments to hear your words for us, to see the possibilities you place before us, and to respond with joy.  We long to be true and honorable and just, in the Spirit of Christ.  We would ponder what is pure and pleasing and commendable, not alone for our enrichment, but that we might be equipped to serve with excellence and to be channels of your peace in the world.  Amen.

Words of Assurance (unison)
God has laid hands on us and blesses us.  The wonders of God are all around us, assuring us of forgiveness and welcome.  God hears our requests and answers when we call.  God invites us to the feast of life in all its fullness, opening to us here and now the very realm of heaven.  The peace of God which surpasses all understanding, is ours to receive and enjoy. 
We give praise and thanks to God who has graced and sustained us throughout the generations.  Hallelujah!
**Passing of the Peace (Please share a sign of God's peace with your neighbor.)
The Children's Sermon                                                       
Rituals of Friendship (Please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person.)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation
                                    LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                       Philippians 1:1-11                     p. 185
Anthem                                 "I'm Gonna Sing!"                arr. P. Simms
The Second Lesson                  Deuteronomy   34:4-12             p. 184   
Sermon                                    "Saying Good-bye"
                                                 Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra
                                RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
Affirmation of Faith (Ephesians 4:4-6 & Galatians 3:27-28)
We are called not to be fearful; we are called to love;
We are not called to be perfect, we are called to be faithful;

We are not called to be fearless, we are called to be obedient;

We are not called to be all knowing, we are called to believe;

We are not called to claim, we are called to give;

We are not called to be victorious, we are called to be courageous;

We are not called to lord it over others, we are called to serve others.

For it is in serving that we shall reign;

It is through courage that we shall find victory;

It is giving all that we shall gain all;

It is believing that we shall find certainty;

it is in obedience that we shall overcome;

It is in loving that we shall dispel fear;

It is in faithfulness that we shall find perfections;

It is in slavery to Christ  and justice, that we shall find freedom, now and forever, for ourselves and for the world.  
*Hymn                   "Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!"                      #430    
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory Anthem    "I've Got Peace Like a River"    arr.  H. Collins

Doxology                                                                                 #592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication  
                 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

                 THE COVENANT OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE   
Communion Hymn          "Let Us Break Bread Together"        #513
The Invitation


The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (p.13) and Lord's Prayer

The Words of Anticipation and Remembrance


Sharing of the Bread and Cup


Concluding Prayer

A Litany of Closure (responsively)
Let us thank God for what these past 21 months have meant by praying together.

Lord of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all people.  We bless you for our creation, preservation and all the blessings of this life;  but above all for your incomparable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And we pray, give us such awareness of your mercies that with truly thankful hearts we may make known your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Dear friends, you have allowed me to share the responsibilities of the ordained interim ministry in your midst.  You permitted me to use symbols expressing my special role among you.  It is time for me to turn them over to another.  I have proclaimed the Word of God faithfully among you.  Here is the Bible which expresses this.

THE BIBLE PRESENTED TO THE CLERK OF SESSION.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Prayer, both individual and corporate, is the means by which our relationship with God grows, deepens, and strengthens.  Here is Book of Common Worship.  

BOOK IS GIVEN TO THE CLERK OF SESSION.
People:      Put your trust in God, "for I will yet give thanks to God,                  

        for the help of his countenance." (Psalm 42:5) 
I have shared, through God's grace, in bringing some through the water of new creation into birth into the Body of Christ by Holy Baptism.  Here is water which symbolizes God's gift of belonging in Christ.

A VESSEL OF WATER IS GIVEN TO THE CLERK OF SESSION.
People:     There is one Body and one Spirit, There is one hope in
                   God's call to us.

Bread and wine are the means by which we share in the blessing of Creation and they are the means by which we offer ourselves to be transformed by the love of Jesus Christ.

CHALICE AND PATENT ARE GIVEN TO THE CLERK OF SESSION.
People:      Taste and see that the Lord is good;


        Happy are they who trust in God.

And now it is time for me to go forth having restored to you the signs of office which you entrusted to me.  I ask that in your love and commitment, you send me forth with a going away blessing.


To God's gracious mercy we commit you.  The Lord bless


you and keep you.  The Lord be kind and gracious to you.


The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.


Alleluia! Amen.

Clerk of Session:
Here is your walking stick you left with us.  May this sign of your temporary ministry go with you as you leave to serve where God is leading you.
Thank you, and may God's generous love and mercy surround you as you welcome Rev. SanDawna Ashley as your new pastor.  May she experience the love and acceptance I felt as she walks further with you in your spiritual journey to meet the promised Presence of Christ.
 GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending                  "Be Thou My Vision"                  #339       
*The Charge and the Benediction  
*Choral Benediction      Form a circle, hold hands and sing
                                        The Lord's Prayer                   A. Malotte                                                              

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen
Postlude           "Now Thank We All Our God"                  J. S. Bach            
                                       Mark Peters, trumpet
All praise and thanks to God, Who reigns in highest heaven,

To Father and to Son, and Spirit now be given.

The one eternal God, Whom heaven and earth adore,

The God who was, and is, And shall be evermore.
(*please stand if you are able)

                                  (**late comers seated at this time)
Worship aids taken from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2,  by Lavon Bayer 
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IN OUR SERVICE

Today is my last day with you.  I want to thank you for the opportunity to be with you these past several months.  Saying good-bye is not my favorite thing, but it is also a time of new possibilities for you and for me.  God's blessings go with you as you welcome and embrace Rev. Ashley.












                                                     Ed

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  All are welcome to partake of the sacrament, including children who have been instructed by their parents. The outer circle of cups is grape juice; the inner circle is wine.  Our practice is to wait until all have received the elements before communing together.

On the first Sunday of the month, we receive the Deacons’ Offering, to go to ministries of healing, compassion and support.  Blue envelopes are in your pews.  Please give generously!

NEWS
"In Thanksgiving for Mark and Mackenzi and their love of Christ, their love for each other, and their fifth wedding anniversary."
                                                           The Woodriff Family
PULPIT SUPPLY  In the coming weeks the following ministers will be in the pulpit on the dates shown below: 

June 14 - Rev. Patricia Lind 
June 21 - Rev. John Billow 
June 28 - Rev. Millie Myren 
July 5 - Open- to be announced soon

July 12 - Christian Ed / Children's program 
July 19 - Rev. SanDawna Ashley 
ENRICHMENT

Copies of "These Days" are available in the Narthex.   This booklet of daily devotion is provided by the Deacons.  Please pick up your copy today.
Attention Graduates!!!  Baccalaureate Sunday is on June 14.  On Baccalaureate Sunday we recognize those completing 8th grade, high school, vocational or technical school, college and graduate school.  Please call in the name of your graduate to the church office, so that we may honor and recognize them on that day.  
FELLOWSHIP
SUMMER TEA: On June 20, 2009, all the women of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church are invited to attend a Summer Tea.  It will be in the Fireside Room, from 2:00 to 4:00p.m.  This will be a time of visiting and getting to know new friends.  Please join us.  You can contact Sharon Schumann at (708) 423-7066 for more information.

To interested members:

Our Literacy program arranges for tutors to teach adults to read and write better, and has been going on for 17 years. We have 6 tutors and 4 students in our area. At this time Linda Denberry is leaving the job of coordinator and our church would like to continue the program. The coordinator orders materials as needed. He or she interviews incoming students and pairs them with a tutor. Our program relates to Literacy Chicago downtown. There is a constant need for teaching adults reading skills and the coordinator gets satisfaction helping people in this way. Pease speak to Linda if you are interested.

"SCRIP" Sunday. Lois Christie & Pat Foley will be taking your orders, with checks, during Coffee Hour today - June 7th.  We will give you the ordered cards next Sunday, June 14, 2009.  Our next ordering date will be Sunday, June 21st with delivery on June 28th.  These make perfect gifts for Father's Day, Graduation and Birthdays as well as your regular groceries, drugstore, clothing and gasoline.
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attention All Mission Council 8 Campers.  The week of August 2nd through August 8th has been planned at Saugatuck, Michigan.  For campers that want to come but are burdened by the cost, there is scholarship money available. If you have any questions, please call Skip Alexander (815) 608-3704.
OPEN YOUR HEART AND HOME to a French, German, Swiss or Korean exchange student for the coming 2009/2010 school year.  Caring host families (with or without children) are needed to provide food, a bed and a loving home for one or two semesters starting in late August.  EMF students have medical insurance, spending money for their personal expenses and expect to share their host family’s daily life including household responsibilities.  They speak English, are well-screened and eager to experience life in America.  Their stay here is sponsored and supervised by EMF (Educational Merit Foundation), a non-profit, educational exchange program.  It is not too late to apply.  For more information on EMF students, please call Marie-Claude Dijoud now at 1-800-467-8363 or visit our web site at www.emfusa.org 
RUMMAGE SALE New Neighbors, Inc., a transitional housing ministry in the Beverly-Morgan Park Community is sponsoring its annual Rummage Sale on Saturday, June 13, 2009 - 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m. at 10440 S Wood. Proceeds will benefit the work of New Neighbors as they assist families moving from shelters to self-sufficiency. To donate or for further information, please call 773-779-7494.
 
                  PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      
            --Dorothy Ellis - recovering from a fall
            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, is home still waiting

              for a kidney

            --Eugene Barney, brother of Fabienne, resuming chemo 

            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            --Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

            --Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

            --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

            --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
               completed first round of chemotherapy, waiting for further

               tests
            --Phyliss Scales - friend of Marilyn Miller recuperating from

              breast cancer surgery

           --Irving Bunton (former music director) home recuperating
           --Peggy Gilluly and family in the passing of Bill Gilluly
           --The Family of Marge Bunnell in her passing

           --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                 Ann Page-El                     
For corrections, additions, or updates please call Lois Christie 773-233-9482

Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Obama, Vice President Biden, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods

 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All affected by the economic crisis

 -- All affected by the crisis in India

