Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2009

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude                  "Eternal Father, Strong to Save"              Martin
Introit                       "Were You There"              Traditional Spiritual                        
*The Call to Worship (responsively)       
 In truth and love, God has called us into this house of worship.  God has said to us,
"You are my people, I am your God."
Not once, but again and again the Word is spoken, and there is rejoicing over all the earth.  The words ring out with a glad cry:
"You are my people, I am your God.  You are my people, close to my heart"
Come, O people of God; let us be glad as we sing God's praises; for our Creator and Redeemer has said:

"You are my people, I am your God.  You are my people, close to my heart."

With awe and wonder, in the spirit of grace we lift our voices unto the God of creation, who redeems us and keeps us by the power of grace which comes from the God we worship this day.

**Hymn               "All People That on Earth Do Dwell"               #220
Prayer of Confession (unison)
God, our shepherd, we have strayed like lost sheep, wandering through life, far from home.  Often in our wanderings we find ourselves in places where we ought not to be, trapped and unable to turn ourselves around.  Hear our cries of lostness; come rescue us and be our guide.  At other times, through fear, we huddle in the safety of the fold; not daring to venture out into your pastures where we're called to live in freedom.  Come challenge us and be our guide.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (unison) 
The good news in Christ is that God offers us life at every moment, forgiving us, and inviting us to the freshness of new beginnings.  Let us praise this God of grace!
**Passing of the Peace (Please share a sign of God's peace with your neighbor.)
The Children's Sermon                                           
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation
                                    LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                            Psalm 23                                 p. 463
The Second Lesson                      John 10:11-18                          p.   97
                                                "I Know My Own"
Sermon                                  Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra
                                RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
Statement of Faith - Apostles Creed                            

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
*Hymn                            "Jesus, Lover of My Soul"                         #303    
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory Anthem                "Lift High the Cross"            arr. L. Sateren                 
*Doxology                                                                                 #591
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication  
                 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

                 THE COVENANT OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE   
Communion Hymn   "Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ"     #514
The Invitation


The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (p.13) and Lord's Prayer

The Words of Anticipation and Remembrance


Sharing of the Bread and Cup


Concluding Prayer

   GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending                "God of the Sparrow"                   #272 
*The Charge and the Benediction

*Choral Benediction                 "Celebrate the Day"          B. Bacon 
Postlude                          "Jesus Shall Reign"                     R.  Ritter         
                (*please stand if you are able)

                                      (**late comers seated at this time)
Worship aids taken from Flames of the Spirit, edited by Ruth C. Duck
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May 3, - May 9, 2009
IN OUR SERVICE

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  All are welcome to partake of the sacrament, including children who have been instructed by their parents. The outer circle of cups is grape juice; the inner circle is wine.  Our practice is to wait until all have received the elements before communing together.

On the first Sunday of the month, we receive the Deacons’ Offering, to go to ministries of healing, compassion and support.  Blue envelopes are in your pews.  Please give generously!

Our guest organist today is Mr. Jacob Haywood.

NEWS

Next Sunday Rev. Dr. SanDawna Gaulman Ashley will lead us in worship.
ENRICHMENT

Adult Bible Class Education Schedule                               Peace and Justice

	10-May
	Frank


	Disaster Relief as Peacemaking and Justice around the world
	

	17-May
	Mackenzi
	Role and Calling – our personal and communal calling to social justice
	

	24-May
	
	No class – holiday break
	Memorial Day weekend

	31-May
	Mackenzi
	Role and Calling – our personal and communal calling to social justice
	


The Adult Bible Class topic is Peace and Justice.  Everyone is invited.  Join us for enlightenment, discussion and coffee.

Copies of "These Days" are available in the Narthex.   This booklet of daily devotion is provided by the Deacons.  Please pick up your copy today.
FELLOWSHIP
Parading our Diversity: Join us for the Memorial Day Parade, Monday May 25th! We'll march in our MPPC T-shirts, drive a couple of support vehicles, and throw candy to our neighbors. Sign up with Frank Hensley if you want to march, ride, drive, donate a bag of individually-wrapped candies to throw, or bring drinking water to share with our group.  Contact Linda Denberry if you want to order a T-shirt ($12).

 

Stewardship Workshop: On Saturday, May 16th there will be a workshop on Stewardship at the Presbytery from 9:00-12:00. Congregational Life Committee would love to have you come with us to learn about ways to enhance our stewardship program. Please contact Frank Hensley if you're available to attend this important workshop and serve our church in this way.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Morgan Park United Methodist Church will have its 10th annual Community Service Awards Banquet on Sunday, May 3.  The 2009 honorees are Deidre Wesley, for 13 years director of WISH, a local women's health study, and the Rev. Ensign Leininger, co-founder of New Neighbors, which give housing assistance and counseling to single mothers.  Tickets are $40.00 each.  For reservations or more information call 773-239-6612.
Mission Council 8 work day at Jones Center Saturday May 9 from 8.00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Breakfast will be served before doing some maintenance projects at the Center.  Please email debbiedenis@comcast.net by May 1st if you plan to attend.
The Unity in Diversity organization will be marching in the BAPA Memorial Day Parade on Monday May 25.  All participants will meet at 10:00 a.m. on 110th place and Longwood Drive.  The parade starts at 10:30 a.m.  For more information on this and future events or if you wish to support this organization please call or e-mail Betsy Perrine (233-14200) Bloomergirl3@aol.com.
OPEN YOUR HEART AND HOME to a French, German, Swiss or Korean exchange student for the coming 2009/2010 school year.  Caring host families (with or without children) are needed to provide food, a bed and a loving home for one or two semesters starting in late August.  EMF students have medical insurance, spending money for their personal expenses and expect to share their host family’s daily life including household responsibilities.  They speak English, are well-screened and eager to experience life in America.  Their stay here is sponsored and supervised by EMF (Educational Merit Foundation), a non-profit, educational exchange program.  It is not too late to apply.  For more information on EMF students, please call Marie-Claude Dijoud now at 1-800-467-8363 or visit our web site at www.emfusa.org 
                       PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      
            --Marc Brown - recovering from surgery in University of

              Illinois Hospital

            --Dorothy Ellis - recovering from a fall
            --Maribeth Montgomery Kasik - home recuperating 
            --Gable Brown - Marc Brown's father recuperating at home
            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, is home still waiting

              for a kidney

            --Eugene Barney, brother of Fabienne, resuming chemo 

            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            --Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

            --Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

            --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

            --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
            --Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, has

               completed first round of chemotherapy, waiting for further

               tests
            --Ann Wells, daughter of Jan Gillespie's friend with serious

              problems on kidney dialysis

            --Phyliss Scales - friend of Marilyn Miller recuperating from

              breast cancer surgery

           --The Family of Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of 

              Brenda Taylor in his passing

           --Irving Bunton (former music director) home recuperating
           --The Family of Marge Bunnell in her passing

           --Peggy Gilluly and family in the passing of Bill Gilluly
           --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                 Ann Page-El                     
For corrections, additions, or updates please call Lois Christie 773-233-9482

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Obama, Vice President Biden, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods

 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All affected by the economic crisis

 -- Newly elected government officials

 -- All affected by the crisis in India

 -- Peace between Muslims and Christians in Nigeria

