Easter Sunrise Celebration
April 12, 2009

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude      "Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain"      arr. D. Lasky
Introit                             
*The Call to Worship (responsively)       
This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Praise the Lord! Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore!  From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the Lord is to be praised!
The Lord is Risen!

The Lord is risen indeed, hallelujah!
**Hymn                 "Christ the Lord is Risen Today"         C. Wesley                  
Sing 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!

Children of God and angels say, Alleluia!


Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!


Sing ye heavens and earth reply, Alleluia!


Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!


Where, O death, is now thy sting?  Alleluia!


Once Jesus died our souls to save, Alleluia!


Where's thy victory, O grave?  Alleluia!


Love's redeeming work is done.  Alleluia!


Fought the fight, battle won, Alleluia!


Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!


Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!


Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!


Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!

Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia!

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Gospel                             "Matthew 28:1-10                               p.  32
The Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Prayer
Scripture                             Romans 8:1-11                                p. 147
Meditation                        "Celebration of Life"
Parting Hymn              "The Day of Resurrection"                      
          The day of resurrection, Earth, tell it our abroad

           the passover of gladness, the passover of God. 

           From death to life eternal, From earth unto the sky, 
           Our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory.

           Our hearts be pure from evil, That we may see aright

           The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light;
           And, listening to His accents, May hear, so calm
           and plain,

           His own "All hail!" and, hearing, May rise the 

            victory strain.

            Now let the heavens be joyful!  Let earth her song

            begin!

            Let the round world keep triumph,  And all that is

            therein!

            Let all things seen and unseen Their notes in gladness

            blend,

            For Christ the Lord hath risen, Our joy that hath no

            end.  Amen.

Benediction
Postlude       "Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing"    arr. D. Lasky
