Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2009

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude                       "Wade in the Water"         arr. H. T. Burleigh            
Introit                            "Christ Beside Me"                      St. Patrick
*The Call to Worship (responsively)       
A great teacher once said, "When Jesus Christ calls us, he bids us come and die."  We are the people who have responded to this call.
Through Christ, we want to die to the fears that keep
us from loving.

Through Christ, we want to die to the stubbornness that keeps us from sharing our gifts.

Through Christ, we want to die to seeking our own success and salvation in disregard for the good of all God's children.
This is God's promise, that if we die with Christ, we will also rise with Christ.
God be praised for the glorious promise of new life in Christ.  Alleluia!  Amen.
**Hymn                "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"              #281
Prayer of Confession         
God of mercy, your hopes for us are greater than our own, yet our failures do not surprise you.  Forgive us, we pray, even for the sin we cannot see or find it painful to confess.  God of love, accept us as we are, so that we may accept ourselves.  Teach us to affirm what is good in our lives, and to put behind us what is unworthy, that by your grace we may live in confidence and joy, in the manner of Jesus our Christ.  Amen.
Words of Assurance                               
God of grace, Righteous Judge of all people, we thank you that in love you sent Jesus Christ into the world not to condemn, but to save.  May your mercy cause us to respond to you in loving commitment, that we may discover the true life you offer us.  Amen.
**Passing of the Peace (Please share a sign of God's peace with your neighbor.)
The Children's Sermon                                           Christian Education
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation
Prayers of the Congregation/The Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Response                     "Healer of Our Every Ill"                       M. Hagen      
                                LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                  Numbers 21:4-9                         p. 134/139
The Second Lesson                    Psalm 67   
                  (sung with cantor, congregation sing refrain)  Hymn       #202
The Third Lesson                John 3:14-21                               p.     88/94
Sermon                                       "The Offer"
                                       Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching

                                RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
Statement of Faith - "The Heidelberg Catechism" (responsively)                            

What is your only comfort, in life and in death?
That I belong body and soul, in life and in death not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation.  Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
*Hymn                 "Of the Father's Love Begotten"                  #309
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory  Anthem               "Follow Jesus"                       J. Purifoy                                             

*Doxology                                                                                 #591
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication  
Hymn                   "Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed"          #499

Receiving Holy Baptism
     GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending          "Lord, I Want to Be a Christian"         #372
*The Charge and the Benediction

*Choral Benediction                "God Be with You"           T. Dorsey    
Postlude                        "Praise to the Lord"                 arr. A. Mann           
   (*please stand if you are able)

                                     (**late comers seated at this time)

Worship aids taken from Bread for the Journey, edited by R. C. Duck  
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NEWS
Light supper 6:15 p.m., Bible study 6:45 p.m. each Wednesday.

Mar. 25 Praying as We are

Four Types of Spirituality

Mind, Heart, Mystery, Revelation

John 3:16

1Thessalonians 5:16-19

Apr. 1 Contemplative prayer
Philippians 2:12-13
Luke 1:23-28

Luke 18:13

Luke 10:38-42

11Corinthians 3:18

Holy Week Lenten Services
April 5 - Palm Sunday


Morning Service  10:30 a.m.


The Seven Last Words of Christ  Concert 3:30 p.m.

April 9 - Maundy Thursday Service, foot washing  7:30 p.m.
April 10 - Good Friday Service 12:00 p.m.

April 12 Easter Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunrise Service,  8:45 a.m. breakfast

             Easter Intergenerational Service 10:30 a.m.

Today the following infants will be baptized:

        Kendall Lynn Villalobos daughter of Katie and Armando Villalobos

        John LaRue Kovacs son of Lakisha and Brian Kovacs
        Joshua Brandon Johnson son of Felisha Clay and Rashaun Johnson

On Sunday, April 5th, Morgan Park Presbyterian Church will host a community chorus presentation of The Seven Last Words.  This beautiful sacred classic is an especially appropriate musical meditation for the beginning of Holy Week and Easter.  We will be seeking underwriting from individuals and local business for soloist, organ, and piano.  Tickets are a donation of $10.  For more information call the church office 773-779-3355.
DONATIONS
PER CAPITA is the amount our church pays to the larger Presbyterian Church (USA) to help administer our mission.  This year the per-capita amount per member is $29.00.  Our Treasurer pays the "per-Capita" on each and every active member, whether you contribute it or not.  There is a white envelope marked "per capita" with your pledge envelopes.  Please support your church by turning in your envelope and paying your per-capita.  Thank you.
Stanley Sims new address:

                    c/o Richard & Carol Sims



621 N. Cockrill

              
DeSoto, Texas 75157-3609

Home phone 972-230-4372

Cell phone 972-765-5704 (daughter in-law)

ENRICHMENT

Adult Bible Class Education Schedule                               Peace and Justice

	29 Mar
	Frank? Volunteer?
	Peace and God’s Creation- Food: Thanksgiving, Community & Worship
	Lent 

“Just Eating” from Resource Center

	5-Apr
	Adele
	Multi-generational Mission Projects – working with our kids
	Lent

	12-Apr
	
	Environmental Racism vs. Environmental Justice

(video/discussion part I)
	EASTER

	19-Apr
	
	Environmental Racism vs. Environmental Justice

(video/discussion part II)
	

	26-Apr
	Frank
	(no class Sunday morning)

Afternoon: we will watch the first half of the documentary video “When the Levees Broke” by Spike Lee (adult language warning) followed by discussion
	Sunday afternoon DVD & discussion



	3-May
	Adele 

Frank
	Multi-generational Mission Projects – working with our kids 

Afternoon: second half of the documentary video “When the Levees Broke” by Spike Lee (adult language warning) followed by discussion
	Sunday afternoon DVD & discussion



	10-May
	Frank


	Disaster Relief as Peacemaking and Justice around the world
	

	17-May
	Mackenzi
	Role and Calling – our personal and communal calling to social justice
	

	24-May
	
	No class – holiday break
	Memorial Day weekend

	31-May
	Mackenzi
	Role and Calling – our personal and communal calling to social justice
	


The Adult Bible Class topic is Peace and Justice.  Everyone is invited.  Join us for enlightenment, discussion and coffee.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Beverly/Morgan Park Community of Churches Choir will perform the 10th Concert on Sunday March 29th at St. John Fisher Church, 103rd and Fairfield at 4:00 p.m.
International Night Saturday, April 25, at 6:00 p.m. Hosted by Ravenswood Presbyterian Church, 4300 N. Hermitage, Chicago, IL.  Food samples from around the world, cultural presentations, fun for people of all ages.  Admission is free.  For more information call 773-281-8172.
Morgan Park United Methodist Church will have its 10th annual Community Service Awards Banquet on Sunday, May 3.  The 2009 honorees are Deidre Wesley, for 13 years director of WISH, a local women's health study, and the Rev. Ensign Leininger, co-founder of New Neighbors, which give housing assistance and counseling to single mothers.  Tickets are $40.00 each.  For reservations or more information call 773-239-6612.
                    PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      
            --Stanley Sims moved to Texas
            --Dorothy Ellis - recovering from a fall
            --Maribeth Montgomery Kasik - home recuperating

            --Gable Brown - Marc Brown's father recuperating at Brentwood

               Rehab center from hip replacement surgery.
            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, is home still waiting

              for a kidney

            - Eugene Barney, brother of Fabienne, resuming chemo 

            --Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing

    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip

            --Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems
            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            --Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

            --Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

            --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

            --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
            --Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, undergoing

               chemotherapy

            --Phyliss Scales - friend of Marilyn Miller recuperating from

              breast cancer surgery

           --Irving Bunton (former music director) home recuperating
           --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                 Ann Page-El                     
For corrections, additions, or updates please call Lois Christie 773-233-9482

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Obama, Vice President Biden, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods

 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All affected by the economic crisis

 -- Newly elected government officials

 -- All affected by the crisis in India

 -- Peace between Muslims and Christians in Nigeria

