Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude      "There's a Voice in the Wilderness Crying"         H. Bancroft
Introit                               "Prepare the Way"                         F.  Franzen
*The Call to Worship (responsively)                                         

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  As we worship today, let us prepare to welcome God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in our community, and in all of creation.. Let us worship God.
**Hymn of Praise                    "People, Look East"                            #12

                                                                  (verse 2)

Advent Candle Lighting (responsively)
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness but have the light of life."

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by the paths they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I will do and I will not forsake them.  Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Hymn                       "Comfort, Comfort Ye My People"                   #3

                                                       (verses 1&2)

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Almighty God, you who shaped out of nothing all that is, forgive us for returning empty-handed. You who called forth light, forgive our preference for the dark! You who sent John to be a voice crying, forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all! Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Your sins are pardoned. The penalty is paid.

Thanks be to God.
*Hymn                        "Comfort, Comfort Ye My People"                           #3

                                                 (verse 3)
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                          
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation


                            LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                        Isaiah 40:1-11                             p. 627/667
The Second Lesson                      Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13                  p. 514/543                     
The Third Lesson               II Peter 3: 8-15a                                  p. 224/238 
The Fourth Lesson                    Mark 1:1-8                                   p.     32/34  

Sermon                              Where Righteous Is at Home
                                           Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching

                              RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Hymn                       "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry"                       #10
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory Anthem     "O Come, O Come Emmanuel"          arr. P. Liebergen
*Doxology                                                                                         #455
           Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise Holy Spirit ever

           more; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  O praise Him! O

           praise Him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication  
                 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

                 THE COVENANT OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE                                 
Communion Hymn       "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"          #5

                                                 (verses 1-2)                                                       

The Invitation



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (p.13)



The Words of Anticipation and Remembrance



Sharing of the Bread and Cup



Concluding Prayer

GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending        "O God of Earth and Space"              #274
*The Charge and the Benediction

*Choral Benediction    "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"     Wesley
Postlude             "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"     arr. D. Hustad                       
                                      (*please stand if you are able)

                               (**late comers seated at this time)
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IN OUR SERVICE
Schedule for Advent and Christmas

Dec. 7   The Second Sunday of Advent

              Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.


 The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper


 Handel's Messiah, 3:30 p.m.

Dec. 14 The Third Sunday of Advent


 Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Dec. 21 The Fourth Sunday of Advent


 Children Participating in Worship


  6:00 p.m. Longest Night Service


 (for those hurting this season)

Dec. 24  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.


 Dedication of gifts for the needy

Dec. 28  First Sunday of Christmas


 Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.


  A Christmas Carol Sing

Next Sunday Rev. Ensign Leininger will lead worship.  Ed will be at  another church on business for the Presbytery.
FELLOWSHIP

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE  December 21st , 6:00 p.m.
Christmas can be a painful time for some.  It may be the first Christmas without loved family members who have recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult.  The constant refrain on radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have never had.  Come out and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, and music that acknowledge that God's presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle-- and that God's word comes to shine light into our darkness.  Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it), is welcome.  The short service will be followed by a brief time for light refreshments and fellowship.

CHRISTMAS TEA On December 20th, a Christmas Tea will be held for the Women of MPPC.  It is a chance for us to sit, relax, make new friends, and visit with friends of long standing.  It will be in the Fireside Room from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  All are invited.  Please contact Cathie Meyer (773)233-3216) or Sharon Schumann. (708)423-7066)
ANGEL TREE The Angel Tree is coming to Westminster Hall again this year.  On the Angel Tree, you will find the names of children who will not know the spirit of Christmas without our help.  Each tag will have the child's sex, age, sizes, and a wish for a fun item.  The ages will range from infant to teen.  You can take the tag of your choice.  The tags will need to be returned to church by December 14th.  For more information, contact Sharon Schumann
JEWELRY SALE Today in Westminster Hall a jewelry and small Christmas items will sold.  This will be a good time to do a little Christmas shopping.  The funds will go to the church.  
ENRICHMENT

Adult Bible Class Education Schedule                               Peace and Justice

	7-

Dec-08
	Mackenzi
	Restorative Justice  (guest speaker? afternoon session?) 
	2nd Sunday of Advent

	14-Dec-08
	Mackenzi
	Restorative Justice  (guest speaker? afternoon session?)
	3rd Sunday of Advent

	21-Dec-08
	Mackenzi
	Restorative Justice
	4th Sunday of Advent

	28-Dec-08
	
	No class – holiday break
	Christmas weekend


The Adult Bible Class topic is Peace and Justice.  Everyone is invited.  Join us for enlightenment, discussion and coffee.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you concerned about youth violence?  Morgan Park Methodist Church is looking for additional volunteers to be observers at Esmond School as children come and go from school each day.  Contact them if you are interested.

The Food Pantry is in need again this time of year.  Increased numbers who are in need will strain their supplies.  Cash or food supplies are needed.
Alderman Rugai will host her 3rd Annual Winter Sports Tournament on Dec. 26-27 at Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences.  Boys and girls living in the 19th ward in 5-8 grades are eligible for volleyball and basketball.  Registration can be done at the 19th ward office at 10400 S. Western.  For more information call (773) 238-8766.
Committeeman O'Shea will host the 2nd Annual Children's Film Festival at the Beverly Art Center on Dec. 29-30. We will be screening Monsters Inc. and Toy Story on the 29th and Back to the Future and Apollo 13 on the 30th.  Tickets are $1 per person, candy and drinks are provided with the admission.  To purchase tickets, visit the 19th ward office at 10400 S. Western.  For more information call (773) 238-0288. 
                           PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      
            --Maribeth Montgomery Kasik - facing surgery 

            --Karen Nelson - recuperating at home


            --Gable Brown - Marc Brown's father recuperating at Brentwood

               Rehab center from hip replacement surgery.
            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

               transplant 
--Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, undergoing
    treatment for colon cancer

            --Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing

    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip

            --Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
           --Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           --Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

           --Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
           --Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, undergoing

               chemotherapy.

           --Linday Runyon - seriously ill niece of Katie Christ 
           --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                        Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El
For corrections, additions, or updates please call Lois Christie 773-233-9482
  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods
 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All effected by the economic crisis
 -- Newly elected government officials
 -- All effected by the crisis in India
 -- Peace between Muslims and Christians in Nigeria

