Christ the King/Reign of Christ
November 23, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude                            "All Hail the Power"                     arr. L. Flower           
Introit                      "Come, Sing a Song of Harvest"              M. Vulpius       
                                      
*The Call to Worship (responsively)                                         
God comes searching for us, seeking our response; like a shepherd, God watches over us.

God provides for us all that we need; by still waters, God

leads us to green pastures.

God gathers us from many backgrounds and traditions.  God rescues us from the shadows of our scattered places.

The worship of God restores our souls; the righteousness

of God calms our fears.

God lifts us up to the mountain heights; here we are strengthened for life in the valley.

Evil and death hold no terror for us; surely God's 

goodness and mercy will follow us.

**Hymn of Praise             "Crown Him with Many Crowns"             #151
Prayer of Confession 
We confess, O God, that we have failed to see Jesus in the strangers around us.  We have been doubtful that prisoners are worthy of our help.  We blame the sick and hungry and homeless for their condition.  Yet we too have been needy and weak and afraid.  We walk through the same valley of the shadow of death.  O God, forgive our self-concern that shuts out others and cuts us off from you.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
As all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.  As we focus only on our own interests, our lives are diminished, but when the Spirit of Christ reigns in us, life becomes fulfilling and purposeful.  We are God's flock.  We have known God's care.  Our cups overflow.  
Let us give thanks for the goodness and mercy God has
given.
*Hymn                          "Spirit of the Living God"                              #322
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                          
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements 
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation 
           Minute for Mission                                                       
Prayers of the People/The Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Response                     "The Fragrance of Christ"                      arr. D. Hass
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson                     Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24                p. 759/803 
The Second Lesson                      Psalm 100                                p. 522/552
Anthem                          "Our Great and Glorious King"                   G. Sewell
The Third Lesson              Ephesians 1:15-23                               p. 181/192

The Fourth Lesson           Matthew 25:31-46                                 p.     27/29
Sermon                                      Who wants a King?
                                             Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching

                                RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
Affirmation of Faith:  
In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  We trust in Jesus Christ fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!"  We believe in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Hymn                              "When a Poor One"                                   #407 
                               Frank Ambers and Marilyn Taylor

                                    (please join in on the refrain)
We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory               "Done Made My Vow to the Lord"      arr. P. McIntyre                  
                                            Jeanine Howard, soprano
*Doxology                                                                                         #591
           Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
*Prayer of Dedication  
GOING INTO GOD'S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending          "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!"       #142
*The Charge and the Benediction

*Choral Benediction                 "King of Kings"                   Conty/Batya
Postlude                         "O Worship the King"                  arr. E. Dunbar
                                      (*please stand if you are able)

                               (**late comers seated at this time)

Worship aids taken from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, by Lavon Bayler
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IN OUR SERVICE
Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith.
ENRICHMENT

Adult Bible Class Education Schedule for November     Peace and Justice

	23-Nov-08
	Adele
	Multi-generational Mission Projects – working with our kids
	

	30-Nov-08
	Adele
	Multi-generational Mission Projects – working with our kids
	Thanksgiving weekend

1st Sunday of Advent


The Adult Bible Class topic is Peace and Justice.  Everyone is invited.  Join us for enlightenment, discussion and coffee.

Joint Session - Deacons will meet in the Sewing Room after service today.
FELLOWSHIP

JEWELRY SALE On December 7, 2008, an old favorite will return.  A jewelry and small Christmas items sale will be held in Westminster Hall.  This will be a good time to do a little Christmas shopping.  The funds will go to the church.  If you have items to be donated or sold please contact Cathie Meyer (773-233-3216) or Sharon A. Schumann (708-423-7066) no later than December 1st.

CHRISTMAS TEA On December 20th, a Christmas Tea will be held for the Women of MPPC.  It is a chance for us to sit, relax, make new friends, and visit with friends of long standing.  It will be in the Fireside Room from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  All are invited.  Please contact Cathie Meyer or Sharon Schumann.

ANGEL TREE The Angel Tree is coming to Westminster Hall again this year.  On the Angel Tree, you will find the names of children who will not know the spirit of Christmas without our help.  Each tag will have the child's sex, age, sizes, and a wish for a fun item.  The ages will range from infant to teen.  You can take the tag of your choice.  The tags will need to be returned to church by December 14th.  For more information, contact Sharon Schumann.
HANGING OF THE GREENS on December 6 starting at 9:00a.m.  We will be decorating the church.  All are welcome.

NEWS and RESOURCES

Congregational Meeting - Today
On behalf of the Session the nominating committee is calling for a Congregational Meeting today for the purpose of electing the following:

   Elders for class of 2011

Maxine Cummings, Loretta Davenport, Frank Hensley, Martha Kubajak
   Deacons for class of 2011


Karen Judge, Jim McCarthy, Pat Saddler

   Deacons for class of 2011 (renominated for one year)


John Christie, Adonis Wagner

   Nominating Committee for 2009


Doris Cox, Pat Foley, Virgie Henderson, Adele Hensley

Copies of Home Devotions for Advent are available in the Narthex.
THANKSGIVING EVE

Oak Lawn Community Church, 9000 S. Ridgeland Ave. invites the four                      churches in conversation to a Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday Nov. 26, at 7:30 p.m.  
A Memorial Service is scheduled for Frank White on November 25 (the Tuesday before Thanksgiving Day) at 10:30 a.m.  It will be here at church. 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fresh cut Christmas trees will again be on sale at the Unitarian Church parking lot beginning the first week of December.  Also recycling of computers, electronics, etc. continues to be available the last week-end each month.  Call the church for exact times.

Are you concerned about youth violence?  Morgan Park Methodist Church is looking for additional volunteers to be observers at Esmond School as children come and go from school each day.  Contact them if you are interested.

The Food Pantry is in need again this time of year.  Increased numbers who are in need will strain their supplies.  Cash or food supplies are needed.
.
                          PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      
            --Maribeth Montgomery Kasik - facing surgery in November
            --Karen Nelson - recuperating at home


            --Gable Brown - Marc Brown's father recuperating at Brentwood

               Rehab center from hip replacement surgery.
            --Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

              at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            --Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

               transplant 
--Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, undergoing
    treatment for colon cancer

            --Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing

    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip

            --Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            --Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
           --Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           --Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

           --Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           --Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           --Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
           --Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, undergoing

               chemotherapy.
           --The Family of Franklin White in his sudden death

         --The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                        Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El
  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods
 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- All effected by the economic crisis
 -- Newly elected government officials
