Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 12, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude                  "A Building Not Made with Hands"             S. Rather
                                      Marilyn Taylor, soprano
Hymn Sing
Introit       "Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet"    arr. N. Sleeth
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Paul the Apostle commends to us whatever is true and honorable and just.             
Let us hear these words that we may be challenged.
Paul also offers us whatever is pure and lovely and gracious.
Let us seek these ways that we may be blessed.
We are to set before ourselves whatever is excellent and worthy of praise.

Let us think upon these deeds in our time of worship

            together.  And the peace of God which passes all

            understanding will keep our hearts and minds in Christ 

          
Jesus.
**Hymn of Praise      "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing"            #466
Prayer of Confession (unison)

Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come to you as we are.  We are tired from trying to do more than we can manage.  We are anxious about problems which go unresolved.  We are worried about events beyond our control.  We do not easily let go.  For mistakes we cannot redeem, for tasks left undone, for uncertain goals, we need your forgiveness and ask for your understanding.  For recovery of strength and enthusiasm, we pray for your Spirit.  For fullness of life, generous hearts, and contented souls, we pray to be followers of Christ Jesus.  In your mercy, restore us and lead us.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively)
There is no greater joy in the heart of God than the moment when a son or daughter opens to the gift of forgiveness.  God's spirit reaches out to assure us of welcome in Christ.

In the name of Jesus Christ we are God's by grace.  With

great joy we are made alive.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

*Hymn                           "Halle, Halle, Halleluja"                              
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                    
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements 
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Response                              "Bless the Lord"                               J. Berthier

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson               Exodus 32:1-14                                    p.    75/78
The Second Lesson               Philippians 4:1-9                            p. 187/198 
Anthem                               "Soon and Very Soon"                 arr. J. Schrader

The Third Lesson                   Matthew 22:1-14                             p.     23/24
Hymn                                  "There is a Balm in Gilead"                           #394
                                              "What are You Wearing?"
                                          Rev. Dr. Ed Dykstra, preaching
                                   RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Affirmation of Faith: Immigrant Creed
I believe in Almighty God, who guided the people in exile and in exodus, the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, the God of foreigners and immigrants. I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, who was born away from his people and his home, who fled his country with his parents when his life was in danger, and returning to his own country suffered the oppression of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, the servant of a foreign power, who then was persecuted, beaten and finally tortured, accused and condemned to death unjustly. But on the third day, this scorned Jesus rose from the dead, not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from God's kingdom among us, who speaks all languages, lives in all countries and reunites all races. I believe that the church is the secure home for the foreigner and for all believers who constitute it, who speak the same language and have the same purpose. I believe that the Communion of the Saints begins when we accept the diversity of the saints. I believe in the forgiveness, which makes us all equal, and in the reconciliation, which identifies us more than does race, language or nationality. I believe that in the Resurrection God will unite us as one people in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time. Beyond this world, I believe in life eternal in which no one will be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God's kingdom, which will never end. Amen.

We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory                               "Andante"                           F. Mendelssohn          
*Doxology                                                                                         #592
           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
                                  GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending               "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart"                 #145
*The Charge and the Benediction
*Choral Benediction   "Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name"    E. Hopkins   
Postlude                               "Holberg Suite"                            E. Grieg               
                                      (*please stand if you are able)

                               (**late comers seated at this time)
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IN OUR SERVICE
"The Immigrants Creed" was written by Rev. Antonia Aja who serves the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as associate for Immigrant Ministries.  It can be found in the Ethnic Harvest Resources for Multicultural Ministry.
ENRICHMENT

Adult Bible Class Education Schedule for October            Peace and Justice

	5-Oct-08
	
	Presbytery of Chicago - Justice Ministries 

Elder Carlene Hyrams

Associate Executive Presbyter
	World Communion Sunday

Peacemaking Offering

	12-Oct-08
	Frank
	Holy War? part 2

Different Christian perspectives on the Iraq War and just war theory
	

	19-Oct-08
	Volunteer?
	Peace & race – Multicultural Church Ministry materials?
	CROP WALK

	26-Oct-08
	Adele
	Multi-generational Mission Projects – working with our kids
	


The Adult Bible Class topic is Peace and Justice.  Everyone is invited.  Join us for enlightenment, discussion and coffee.

This new Sunday school year, we have two new curriculums for grades K-5 and high school.  This year we will use We Believe, a curriculum written by Presbyterians for Presbyterians and Mission Project Sundays. These Sundays are September 28th, October 26th, November 23rd, and November 30th.

Fall Festival of Choirs Concert will be today at 3:30 p.m. by the Music Department of MPPC. This is a fund raiser for our Music Program.  There will be a Free Will Offering,

NEWS and RESOURCES
The Chicago CROP Hunger Walk will be Sunday, October 19, 2008.  Each walker asks sponsors to contribute.  It may be that you cannot walk, however you can still take a sponsor sheet and ask friends to give.  Twenty five percent of the money stays in Chicago to help food pantries.   To sign-up for the walk see or phone Ensign Leininger (773-881-6798).
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members and friends of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church are cordially invited to attend the Installation of Rev. Dr. Thomas P. Aldworth as Pastor of Morgan Park Baptist Church (11024 S. Bell) on Sunday, October 26 at 3:00 p.m. (no R.S.V.P. needed).
The Green Sanctuary Group of Beverly Unitarian Church, 10244 S. Longwood Dr. (the Castle), Chicago, IL will accept in the church parking lot, household hazardous waste, plus computer and electronics waste, for transport to Chicago's Household disposal and computer/electronics recycling center on Goose Island on the last Sunday of each month, from noon to 1:00 p.m. starting October 26, 2008.  Modest contributions, to help offset transportation cost, are appreciated.
UPCOMING WORK TRIPS from October 26 - November 2.  To assist home-owners not insured with flood insurance to haul debris, gut walls, paint or assist in many significant ways.  The groups will be going to Christ Church Presbyterian in Cedar Rapids, IA. Cost $10 per day (transportation in cars).  For more info, call Rev. Deb Roberts (630) 220-7815 or email droberts@knoxpres.org  
IKE FLOODING DAMAGE   The First Presbyterian Church, 3545 McCormick Ave, Brookfield, IL  and Glenview Presbyterian Church, 3030 Central Road, Glenview, Il is in need of help from the flooding.  Items needed are kitchen appliances, choir robes, folding chairs etc.  To help contact Rev. Caryle Wilkie at 630-991-0743 in Brookfield, Il and Elder Don Sweeney at 847-724-3944 in Glenview, Il.
                      PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            -- Virgie Henderson - at home after surgery
            -- Maribeth Montgomery Kasik - facing surgery this month

            -- Marilyn Miller - at home with health problems

            -- Karen Nelson - recuperating at home

-- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, undergoing

    chemotherapy
            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing

    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip

            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park Academy

               and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing treatment for 

               cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has returned to Iraq 

           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
           -- Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, starting 

               chemotherapy.
          -- Christopher Christian – friend of Fabienne Christian

    undergoing radiation for bone cancer after surgery
--The Family of Lorraine Larson in her sudden death

          -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                        Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
  -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Candidates running for office

 -- Welfare of those dealing with the aftermath of hurricanes and floods
 -- For plans and actions regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- Those effected by the increasing price of oil

 -- All effected by the economic crisis
