Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 31, 2008
GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE
Prelude           
*The Call to Worship (responsively)     
Why have we gathered on this holy day?  What has drawn us to this time and place?
We have been drawn to a flame burning here.
We sense the glory of God in this place.

God calls us to this time of worship.  The place where we are standing is holy ground.

Give thanks to god: sing praises.

Give attention to the voice of God.

Out of a burning bush, God spoke to Moses.  In rhythms of worship, God speaks to us.


We will listen for God's message to us.


Surely God's strength will supply our needs.
**Hymn of Praise         "The God of Abraham Praise"           #488
Prayer of Confession (unison)
O God, we have wavered in our faith in the midst of suffering, and we have not persevered in prayer.  We have claimed to be wiser than we are, and have even tried to correct you.  We make excuses for ourselves rather than listening for your direction and heeding your call.  Our days are so filled with the busyness of this world that we cannot see your reign among us.  We are so weighed down by our own concerns that we have no energy to serve in your realm.  Send your cleansing fire among us, forgiving God.  Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively) 
God is ever willing to grant us forgiveness, but we cannot receive it if we are unwilling to be changed by it.


As long as we focus on preserving our own lives, 


protecting our advantages, we will be lost.

If we want to be Christ's followers, we will deny ourselves and take up the cross, not as a burden, but as the joyous symbol of loving and giving for all the right reasons.

We will overcome evil with good.
*Response                   "Halle, Halle, Halleluja"                      
**Passing of the Peace

The Children’s Sermon                                                    
Rituals of Friendship (please sign the friendship pad and pass it to the next person)
           Announcements
           Concerns/Joys of the Congregation                                                         
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
The First Lesson        Psalm 105: 1-5 (responsively)         p.  525/556
The Second Lesson    Romans 12: 9-21                            p.  151/162
Sermon                                  "Walk the Talk"    
                                Ms. Loretta Gratias-Bremer, preaching                                                                                                                                                                             
                               RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD    
*Statement of Faith

Taken from the Confession of Belhar, September 1986

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.  This God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and new earth in which righteousness dwells.
We believe that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people:  that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and with the wronged; that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.
We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the consequence.  Jesus is Lord.  To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
*Hymn           "Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace"          #374      

We Worship God with Our Tithes, Gifts, and Offerings

Offertory          
*Doxology                                                                               #592
           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all
           people here below; Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise
          Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.   
 *Prayer of Dedication 
                                        GOING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*Hymn of Sending     "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"     #281
*The Charge and the Benediction
Postlude                     
                     (*please stand if you can do so comfortably)

                        (**late comers seated at this time)
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Worship aids taken from Bread for the Journey, edited by Ruth C. Duck
Our Statement of Faith is taken from the Confession of Belhar which the General Assembly endorsed this summer.  Belhar was adopted by the South African Church in the 1990's and is now being considered for our Book of Confessions.
Today Ms. Loretta Gratias-Bremer of the Presbytery will be leading in worship.  Ed will be on vacation until September 4.  Loretta is a consultant working with "Develop Congregations Leadership Team" and is the moderator of the four church "Conversations" that we are participating in.  
Next week (September 7), we start regular service hours, 10:30 a.m. for worship and 11:45 a.m. for fellowship.
NEWS and RESOURCES

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC SPONSERED BY THE MPPC DEACONS.

 
 WHEN: Sunday September 7, 2008 after church

 WHERE: Westminster Hall
 

Bring your favorite salad, dessert or chips to share. We will supply the hamburgers and hot dogs, grilled to perfection by our world infamous chefs!!  We will also supply condiments, soda, iced tea, lemonade and paper goods.  There will be games and prizes for the kids. MARK YOUR CALENDAR.

The Session has agreed to enter into conversations with three other churches to see how we can minister together. (No not merger talks.)  These churches are; Evergreen Park Presbyterian Church, Oak Lawn Presbyterian Church and Burbank Manor Presbyterian Church.  Initially two Session members will represent us.  We have asked each church to request their members to:

            Pray daily for 30 days for God to show these four 


churches how we may do ministry together.  It is


suggested that each of us pray at either 9:00 a.m. or 


9:00 p.m. so that we might be together in prayer.

Our prayers go out to the family and friends of Craig Howard in the death of his grandmother Emily Bridges at the age of 98 in Port Arthur, Texas.
MISSION and OUTREACH
Building the Beloved Community
Saturday September 6 is an opportunity for this church to help make a difference.  This is an anti-racism training event for our Presbytery.  We can accomplish at least three objectives by a good attendance from our church.   1. Make a statement about the value of diversity; 2. Support the Multicultural Church Ministry Team, of which we are a part; 3. Help our Presbytery build a beloved community.  Put this date on your calendars now and plan to attend.  Details are on a salmon colored sheet on the bulletin board in Westminster Hall.  PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY!
Directions to Riverside Presbyterian Church
                    116 Barrypoint Road 

Eisenhower Expressway to Harlem Ave., South to Ogden Ave. (from First Ave., turn east onto Ogden Ave.) for approximately one mile to Joliet Ave. (traffic signal), north one block and over bridge crossing Desplaines River to Dam, continue north one block on Barrypoint Road to church. 
                          PRAYER ROLL

          Members and Friends of the Congregation      

            --Katie Christ - at Michelle Francisco's home with back pain

            -- Karen Nelson - recuperating at home

            -- Eugene Barney - brother of Fabienne, diagnosed with 

               colon cancer

            -- Stephen Christian, Jr. - son of Fabienne, recovering

                at home in Baltimore, Md. from a stroke

            -- Ed Muscarella - is home recuperating 

            -- Michael Christian - son of Fabienne, waiting for a kidney

                transplant 

-- Carolyn Warren - sister of Brenda Taylor experiencing

    heart problems and recuperating from a broken hip

            -- Bruce Warren, brother-in-law of Brenda Taylor

               experiencing respiratory problems.

            -- Beverly McClain - recuperating at home
            -- Nate Carter - 8th grade graduate of Morgan Park
               Academy and friend of Michael Davenport undergoing
               treatment for cancer

           -- Renice Davis - recuperating from back surgery

           -- Spec. Ebonie Clay - has been deployed to Iraq 

           -- Spec. DeAndre Clay - has been deployed to Iraq

           -- Lt. Felisha Clay - on the list for deployment to Iraq

           -- Com. Rolfe Clay - pray he will not be deployed to Iraq
           -- Jaunese Okuma - daughter of Jan Gillespie, recovering

               from surgery
          -- Christopher Christian – Friend of Fabienne Christian

    diagnosed with early stage of prostate cancer
--The family of Jackie Haywood-Allen in her recent death


          -- The Families of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
Prayers for Homebound and Shut-Ins

                      Doris Dahl                       Ann Page-El

  Ministries of Morgan Park Presbyterian Church
    -- Elders and Deacons – reliance on God in their duties   
    -- Staff – for health and inspiration in daily ministries

    -- Church School, Children and Youth Ministries 
 Prayers for God’s World and God’s Children

 -- Peace in Iraq and a stable government to serve all the citizens

 -- Two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and Lebanon

 -- All military and service personnel and their families

 -- President Bush, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress  

     for wisdom in leading our nation

 -- Recently laid off workers/unemployed

 -- Education, prevention and treatment of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in

     Africa and rest of the world         

 -- All policemen, firemen and public workers who serve our

     community especially the family of the recently killed officer
 -- United Nations plan to end genocide and ethnic cleansing in Sudan

 -- Street violence in our city, especially for our youth

 -- Peace and justice in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
 -- Political tension in Lebanon

 -- The ongoing Middle East peace talks

 -- Victims, family and friends of the China earthquake

 -- Candidates running for office

 -- Welfare of those in the Mid-West tornadoes and floods

 -- For plans regarding climate change  

 -- The current housing crisis 

 -- Those effected by the increasing price of oil

